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To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  Corpora- 
tion of  the  Oil II  of  New  York  : 

The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Eeformatioii  of" 
Juvenile  Delinquents  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  their  act  of  incorporation, 


passed  March  :29th,  1824,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  the  whole  number  of  children  received  into  the 

House  of  Refuge,  since  its  opening  in  1825,  is   8,7o7 

Tliat  the  number  of  children  in  the  House,  on  the  first 

day  of  January,  1861,  was   568 

That  there  have   been   received    during  the  year 

1861   424 

Making  a  total  of   992 

'i'hat  there  have  been  indentured  and  discharged  dur- 
ing the  year   504 

And  there  remained  in  the  House,  January  1st,  1862,  488 


The  Superintendent's  statement,  hereto  annexed,  con- 
tains all  the  particulars  required  by  the  act  above 
referred  to,  as  to  the  sources  from  which  the  inmates  of 
the  House  have  been  received,  their  ages,  and  the  disposi- 
tion that  has  been  made  of  them.  This  statement  also 
shows  the  parentage  of  the  children,  w^hether  native  or 
foreign,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  it. 
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During  the  year,  the  only  event  of  any  importance  out 
of  the  ordinary  way,  which  the  Managers  have  to  record, 
was  the  burning  of  one  of  the  work-shops,  in  March  last. 
It  was  set  on  fire  by  one  of  the  boys,  who  managed' to 
break  out  of  his  sleeping  room,  and  elude  the  vigilance  of 
the  watchman,  being,  no  doubt,  urged  to  the  act  by  the 
hope  of  escape  during  the  confusion.  He  was,  however, 
foiled  in  this,  and  his  guilt  having  been  clearly  established, 
he  was  indicted,  and  convicted  in  the  Court  of  Sessions, 
and  was  subsequently  sentenced  to  the  State  Prison,  at 
Sing  Sing.  The  cost  of  the  shop  having  been  covered  by 
uisu ranee,  it  was  immediately  rebuilt,  and  occupied  in 
about  eight  weeks  from  the  time  of  its  destruction. 

The  condition  of  public  affairs  has  not  been  without  its 
effect  upon  the  Institution,  not  only  as  to  the  number  of 
its  inmates,  but  also  as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  a  por- 
tion of  them.  In  the  division  embracing  the  older  boys, 
there  was  quite  a  number  who  had  been  in  the  Institution 
several  years,  varying  in  age  from  eigliteen  to  twenty  years, 
and  the  disposition  of  whom  was  attended  with  many 
difficulties,  from  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  them  for 
whaling  voyages  had  almost  entirely  ceased.  Imuiedi- 
ately  upon  the  requisition  for  volunteers,  to  serve  in  the 
army,  being  made  known,  the  greatest  enthusiasm  was 
manifested  by  these  boys,  and  the  Superintendent  was 
pressed  with  applications  from  all  of  a  suitable  age,  to  be 
permitted  to  enlist.  The  Committee  of  the  Board,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  regulating  the  disposal  of  the  inmates, 
gave  the  matter  the  most  serious  consideration,  and  finally 
decided  to  permit  the  enlistment  of  138.  In  all  cases 
where  possible,  the  consent  of  the  parents  or  guardians 
was  first  obtained.    It  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to 
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the  Managers  to  be  able  to  state,  that  without  an  excep- 
tion the  boys  thus  enlisted,  from  whom  we  have  heard, 
either  directly  or  indh-ectly,  have  proved  good  soldiers, 
easily  and  rapidly  acquiring  the  drill,  and  exhibiting, 
whenever  exposed  to  danger,  courage,  and  a  desire  to  dis- 
tinguish Themselves.  The  extracts  from  letters  received 
during  the  campaign  from  several  of  these  volunteers, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  iVppendix,  abundantly  testify 
to  the  patriotism  and  military  ardor  of  those  who  have 
gone  from  the  House  to  sustain  the  laws  and  the  Consti- 
tution. Many,  too,  having  obtained  furloughs  for  good 
conduct  in  action,  have  come  "home,"  as  they  gratefully 
call  the  House,  to  tell  of  the  scenes  through  which  they 
have  passed  on  the  battle-field,  and  have  described  clearly 
and  intelligently  those  events  of  the  past  eight  months  in 
which  they  have  taken  part. 

In  the  report  of  last  year  mention  was  made  of  two  com- 
panies of  boys,  amounting  to  fifty-two,  having  been  sent 
to  the  West,  where  comfortable  homes  had  been  found  for 
them.  This  method  of  disposing  of  the  younger  boys  has 
been  followed  up,  and  sixty  more  children  have  been  pro- 
vided with  good  places  in  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Illinois. 

These  children  were  sent  out  in  the  charge  of  our 
Second  Assistant  Superintendent,  w^ho  has  also  been  em- 
ployed in  visiting,  not  alone  those  previously  placed  in 
the  States  mentioned,  but  also  those  more  immediately  in 
our  vicinity.  The  system  of  visitation,  thus  conunenced, 
we  have  found  to  be  productive  of  the  best  results,  as  we 
are  in  this  way  enabled  to  ascertain  with  greater  certainty 
the  condition  of  the  apprentices,  than  by  correspondence, 
as  heretofore  conducted.  In  addition  to  the  reports  of  this 
agent,  made  to  the  Managers,  numerous  letters  have  been 
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received,  as  well  from  the  masters  as  from  the  apprentices, 
giving  highly  favorable  accounts  of  their  improvement, 
extracts  from  some  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix. 

The  Managers  also  have  the  gratification  of  reporting 
a  very  favorable  state  of  the  health  of  the  inmates  of 
the  house,  no  deaths  having  occurred  during  the  year, 
and  but  few  cases  of  severe  sickness,  requiring  the  at- 
tendance of  the  Physician,  to  whose  report,  herewith  an- 
nexed, reference  is  respectfully  made.  They  feel  con- 
strained-to  call  the  attention  of  committing  magistrates 
to  a  fact,  to  which  allusion  is  made  in  the  Physician's  re- 
port, and  which  has  not  been  without  serious  incon- 
venience in  the  management  of  the  Institution.  The  com- 
mitment of  children  imbecile  in  mind,  of  such  as  are 
subject  to  epileptic  fits,  and  of  those  seriously  deformed, 
is  an  evil  which  needs  correction  at  the  hands  of  those 
having  authority  to  send  children  to  the  House.  As  a 
school  of  reform,  the  discipline  of  the  Institution  is  en- 
tirely inoperative  to  produce  any  beneficial  effects  upon 
children  thus  afflicted,  and  their  admission  into  the  House 
is  not  only  without  benefit  to  them,  but  is  calculated 
to  produce  injurious  effects  upon  those  who  are  proper 
subjects  of  its  reformatory  discipHne. 

The  completion,  in  the  early  jjart  of  the  year,  of  tlie 
building  for  new  school-rooms  and  dining-halls  in  the 
boys'  department,  of  which  mention  was  made  in  the 
report  of  last  year,  has  enabled  the  Managers  to  vacate 
the  lower  story  of  both  wings  of  the  boys'  house  prepara- 
cory  to  its  being  fitted  up  with  dormitories,  in  the  same 
manner  as  in  the  upper  stories.  The  additional  room  thus 
gained  will  enable  the  Managers  to  increase  the  capacity 
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of  the  house  for  boys,  so  that  with  the  girls'  house  the 
establishment  will  have  the  capacity  origiually  intended 
by  the  Managers,  and  authorized  by  the  Legislature,  and 
will  afford  permanent  accommodations  for  about  one  thou- 
sand inmates.  In  connection  with  this  matter,  another 
improvement  is  closely  related,  viz.,  the  construction  of  a 
heavy  central  brick  wall  throughout  the  wings,  or  sleep- 
ing apartments  of  the  boys'  house,  with  fire-proof  ventilat- 
ing flues  from  each  room  or  dormitory  in  the  several  stories. 
The  Managers,  warned  by  the  destructive  fires  which  oc- 
cured  at  the  Westborough  (Mass,)  Reform  School,  and  at 
the  House  of  Reformation,  near  Boston,  in  1S59,  from 
wooden  ventilating  flues,  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  close 
the  ventilators  in  the  boys'  dormitories,  which  are  con- 
structed of  the  same  material.  While  the  safety  of  the 
House  from  fire  has  thus  been  consulted,  the  Managers 
fear,  although  up  to  the  present  time  no  injurious  effect  to 
the  health  of  the  inmates  has  resulted,  that  ere  long,  as 
stated  in  the  Physician's  report,  from  the  ventilation  of 
the  sleeping  rooms  being  thus  obstructed,  "  the  walls  will 
become  saturated  with  exhalations  to  a  degree  that  must 
prove  deleterious  to  the  health  of  the  occupants."  To 
maintain,  therefore,  the  sound  sanitary  condition  of  the 
House,  the  Managers  have  but  one  course  to  pursue, 
which  is,  that  as  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  can  be  secured, 
the  improvement  above  alluded  to  should  be  carried  out. 
To  meet  this  outlay,  necessarily  heavy,  and  the  expense  of 
constructing  new  dormitories  on  the  first  floor,  the  Mana- 
gers can  look  alone  to  an  appropriation  from  the  Legis- 
lature. 

By  reference  to  the  Treasurer's  report  herewith,  it  will 
])e  seen  that,  while  in  the  important  item  of  receipts  from 
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the  labor  of  the  boys  there  has  been  a  falling  off  of  more 
than  $5,000  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  there 
have  also  been  demands,  upon  the  resources  of  the  Institu- 
tion, of  an  extraordinary  character.  Among  these  are  the 
cost  of  alterations  in  the  school-rooms,  of  additional  iron 
work  to  render  the  buildings  less  liable  to  incendiarism, 
of  fences  and  flagging  rendered  necessary  in  the  division 
of  the  boys,  and  other  expenditures  unexpectedly  forced 
upon  us,  involving  in  the  whole  an  outlay  of  nearly  $16,000 
beyond  the  sum  the  Managers  anticipated  for  the  current 
year.  There  is  now  a  debt  of  $15,359,  for  which  the 
Managers  wish  to  provide,  and  they  have,  therefore,  de- 
cided, though  with  great  reluctance,  to  apply  to  the 
Legislature  for  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
same,  and  also  to  make  the  changes  and  additions  in  the 
dormitories  heretofore  mentioned.  The  diminution  in  the 
revenue,  from  the  labor,  is  susceptible  of  easy  explanation, 
from  the  fact,  that  so  many  of  the  older  boys  belonging  to 
the  second  division  have  enlisted  in  the  army,  and  the 
demand  for  young  men,  as  volunteers,  has  taken  out  of 
the  cities  and  towns  very  many  of  that  class  of  boys  who, 
in  ordinary  times,  are  committed  to  the  House,  and  from 
their  age,  when  received,  are  naturally  placed  in  the 
second  division.  This  division  has,  in  consequence,  been 
less  numerous  than  the  first,  and  the  revenue  from'  the 
labor  of  the  boys  thereof  has,  in  like  manner,  been  dimin- 
ished. There  was  also  a  deficiency  of  nearly  $1,500 
during  the  eight  weeks  occupied  in  rebuilding  the  north 
shop,  there  being  no  means  of  employing  the  boys  by  the 
contractor. 

In  the  Superintendent's  report  will  be  found  the  usual 
details  of  the  manner  in  which  the  inmates,  of  both  sexes, 
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have  been  employed  during  the  year.  In  our  contracts 
for  the  labor  of  the  boys,  we  now  confine  them  to  shoe 
making  and  wire  working.  The  number  of  our  girls  has 
so  far  mcreased,  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  employ  a 
portion  of  them  in  knitting  woolen  socks  for  the  use  of  the 
boys.  By  referring  to  the  annexed  reports  of  the  principals 
of  the  schools,  and  the  Chaplain,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
usual  progress  has  been  made  in  adapting  their  mental  and 
moral  training  to  their  future  welfare  and  improvement, 
when  placed  in  new  relations  to  society.  The  officers'  and 
school  libraries  have  been  increased  by  donations,  as  well 
as  by  the  income  of  a  fund  set  apart  by  the  Managers  for 
this  purpose.  The  legacy  of  the  late  Dr.  David  Sands,  of 
$500,  has  been  received  during  the  year  and  invested  for 
this  object.  A  legacy  of  $1,000,  devised  by  the  late 
Thomas  Eddy,  of  Rahway,  N.  J.,  has  not  yet  been  received, 
but,  when  paid  in  to  the  Treasurer,  will  be  in  like  manner 
invested,  and  its  income  similarly  appropriated. 

The  IManagers  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  to  the 
encouragement  they  continue  to  receive  from  the  working 
of  the  system  of  classification  of  the  inmates,  which  has 
now  been  in  operation  during  the  past  two  years.  The 
discipline  of  the  House  is  much  more  easily  managed,  the 
inmates  are  more  individualized,  and  the  salutary  influences 
of  the  principles  of  reform  inculcated  are  more  permanent, 
general,  and  decided.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  quote  here 
portions  of  the  chapter  on  "  Classification,"  in  order  that 
the  Legislature  may  see  the  principle  upon  which  it  is 
made : 

CHAPTER  XXI. 

DIVISION  AND  CLASSIFICATION. 

"  Sec.1.  The  boys  shall  he  separated  into  two  great  divisions,  to  occupy  the 
two  wings  of  the  main  building.    Those  who,  from  their  previous  cai'eer, 
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may  be  deemed  disposed  and  likely  to  contaminate  their  companions,  or  who 
may  exhibit  an  intractable  disposition,  either  before  comtnitment  or  during 
their  residence  in  the  House,  shall  occupy  the  north  wing.  Those  of  a  less 
depraved  character,  and  more  liable  to  be  injured  by  the  corrupting  com- 
panionship of  hardened  offenders,  shall  occupy  the  south  wing.  The  age  of 
tlie  vagrant  or  delinquent  shall  not  be  conclusive,  nor  even  his  good  conduct 
in  the  Institution,  in  determining  his  position  ;  but  the  danger  of  imparting 
or  receiving  contamination  shall  constitute  the  main  consideration. 

"  Sec.  2.  Boys  may  be  transferred,  from  tfme  to  time,  from  one  to  the  other 
wing,  as  the  Superintendent  may  consider  himself  justified  in  doing,  with  a 
proper  regard  to  the  principle  which  regulates  the  separation  into  two  dis- 
tinct divisions. 

"  Sec.  3,  The  children  of  the  separate  divisions  shall  be  kept  entirely 
apart  from  all  intercourse  at  night,  at  school,  at  work,  at  play,  and  in  the 
hospitals  ;•  and  shall  be  so  screened  by  partitions  in  the  chapel  that  they  can- 
not see  each  other. 

"  Sec.  4.  The  girls  shall  be  separated  into  two  divisions,  in  the  same  way, 
and  upon  the  same  principle." 

In  the  boys'  house,  the  younger  and  less  depraved  hoys 
are  included  in  the  first  division,  and  occupy  the  south 
wing,  with  its  appropriate  appurtenances,  the  first  divi- 
sion of  girls  occupying  the  north  wing  of  their  house.  The 
second  division  of  boys  are  placed  in  the  north  wing  of  the 
boys'  house,  while  the  corresponding  division  of  girls  oc- 
cupy the  south  wing  of  theirs.  In  both  departments  the 
older  children  (who,  as  a  general  rule,  are  the  more  hard- 
ened class — though  there  are  exceptions),  being  separated 
from  the  younger,  having  no  longer  the  temptation  to  mis- 
lead those  not  so  advanced  in  the  teachings  of  a  depraved 
life,  and  without  the  inducement  to  display  their  precocity 
and  skill  in  vice  to  those  who  are  comparative  novices, 
yield  more  readily  to  the  discipline  of  the  Institution,  and 
steadily  apply  themselves  to  acquire  the  principles  and 
habits  which  may  fit  them  for  usefulness  hereafter,  and 
promote  their  success  in  a  different  sphere.  The  younger 
children,  too,  are  no  longer  subjected  to  the  malign  influ- 
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ences  of  those  who  take  a  wicked  pleasure  in  misleading 
their  more  youthful  associates,  and  in  exciting  them  to 
rivalry  in  ill-doing.  In  this  connection,  the  IManagers  can- 
not avoid  referring  to  the  principles  laid  down,  in  the  early 
history  of  the  Institution,  by  their  predecessors. 

In  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  (1834),  the  Institution  is 
thus  described :  "It  has  been  our  endeavor,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, to  divest  the  House  of  the  gloomy  character  of  a 
prison,  and  to  give  it  the  appearance,  as  well  as  the  reality, 
of  a  mechanic's  shop  and  school,  well  calculated  for  the 
reformation  of  children  whose  course  has  been  that  of  op- 
position to  their  parents,  vagrant,  and  delinquent."  *  * 
#  #  u  'pi^jg  Institution  combines  most  of  the  advantages 
belonging  to  the  Hofwyl  School  of  Industry,  in  Switzer- 
land, which  combines  scholastic  education  with  industry 
(which  there  is  agriculture),  now  so  celebrated  throughout 
Europe  and  this  country.  For,  while  we  have  been  anx- 
ious to  impart  to  the  children  habits  of  manual  labor,  we 
have  been  equally  anxious  to  cultivate  and  improve  their 
mental  faculties."  Again,  in  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Report 
(1840),  the  following  explicit  statement  is  made  : 

'*  The  main  design  of  the  Institution,  and  the  object 
and  policy  of  the  law,  was  to  reclaim  and  reform  the  chil- 
dren in  the  State,  who,  having  lost  their  parents,  or,  what 
is  still  worse  for  them,  having  intemperate  and  profligate 
parents,  had,  under  such  circumstances,  themselves  become 
delinquent  and  criminal ;  and  this  Institution  was  appro- 
priately and  well  described  by  that  eminent  jurist,  the  late 
Edward  Livingston,  when  he  called  it  a  '  School  of  Re- 
form.' "  *  *  *  *  u  Tiie  managers  of  the  Institution 
never  look  back  for  the  reason  or  cause  of  the  youth  being 
sent  to  the  Refuge,  with  a  view  to  his  treatment  here,  but 
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he  is  treated  in  conformity  to  liis  conduct  after  he  enters  ; 
and  many  of  the  children,  if  they  can  read*and  write,  or, 
where  we  are  certain  that  the  persons  offering  to  take  tliem 
will  have  them  taught  to  read  and  write,  are  indentured 
soon  after  being  received  into  the  Refuge."  The  Managers 
are  desirous  to  recall  these  statements  of  the  principles, 
thus  early  made,  as  lying  at  the  foundation  of  the  House 
of  Refuge,  and  to  restate  them  in  the  strongest  terms,  as 
they  are  not  ignorant  that  studied  efforts  have  been  made, 
and  are  still  being  made,  to  place  this  great  model  school 
of  reform  in  a  false  position,  and  invest  it  with  the  forbid- 
ding character  of  a  prison  and  a  penal  institution.  We 
insist  that  it  has  few,  if  any,  of  the  properties  in  common 
with  places  for  imprisonment  for  crime.  The  language 
employed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  a  case 
which  came  up  in  that  State,  in  1838,  in  relation  to  an  in- 
mate of  the  House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  (an  Institu- 
tion modeled  after  this),  expresses  the  idea  which  the  Man- 
agers desire  to  bring  before  the  public,  in  regard  to  the 
character  and  object  of  the  House  of  Refuge  in  this  city. 
That  Court  says  :  "  The  House  of  Refuge  is  not  a  prison, 
but  a  school,  where  reformation,  and  not  punishment,  is 
the  end.  The  object  of  the  charity  is  reformation,  by 
training  its  inmates  to  industry  ;  by  imbuing  their  minds 
with  the  principles  of  morality  and  religion ;  by  furnish- 
ing them  with  means  to  earn  a  living ;  and,  above  all,  by 
separating  them  from  the  corrupting  influence  of  improper 
associates." 

The  arrangements  made  to  divide  the  inmates,  both  boys 
and  girls,  into  classes,  according  to  grade  and  character, 
by  which  one  division  cannot  come  in  contact  with  an- 
other in  the  shops,  the  schools,  the  dormitories,  or  in  their 
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exercises  or  plays,  excludes  the  idea  that  the  Institution 
is  simply  a  prison,  or  a  place  of  punishment,  whereas  it  is 
its  main  design,  and  it  was  the  object  and  policy  of  the 
law  under  which  it  has  been  organized,  to  reclaim  and  re- 
form juvenile  delinquents.  By  the  above  quotations,  from 
the  earlier  reports,  it  is  evident  that  the  Managers  then 
having  charge  of  the  Institution  were  perfectly  satisfied  as 
to  the  principles  upon  which  the  House  should  be  estab- 
lished ;  they  faithfully  and  scrupulously  adhered  to  these 
principles  in  the  organization  and  conduct  of  the  Institu- 
tion, and  their  successors,  down  to  the  present  time,  have 
followed,  with  strict  fidelity,  in  the  course  marked  out  by 
its  founders. 

And  since,  by  the  combined  generosity  and  munificent 
appropriations  of  their  State  and  City,  they  have  been 
enabled  to  build  up,  and  arrange  in  all  its  departments, 
the  noble  edifice  now  erected  on  Randall's  Island,  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  system  originally  laid  down  ;  their  sole 
purpose  and  highest  ambition  are  to  make  it  and  keep  it  a 
School  of  Keform  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. 

The  House  remains  under  the  chari^e  of  the  same  officers 
who  have  for  so  many  years  faithfully  and  ably  discharged 
their  several  duties,  and  the  Managers  take  great  pleasure  in 
thus  bearing  public  testimony  to  their  fidelity  and  devotion. 

In  conclusion,  the  Managers  feel  that  they  would  fail  in 
duty,  were  they  to  omit  an  expression  of  their  thankful- 
ness to  God  for  the  mercies  with  which  He  has  crowned  the 
past  year,  in  the  exemption  of  our  inmates  from  sickness 
and  death,  in  their  ^preservation  from  exposure  to  suffering, 
and  possibly  destruction  in  the  fire  of  March  last,  and  in  the 
general  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the  Institution,  as 
exhibited  by  the  results  of  the  year  just  closed. 

January  3,  18G2. 
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SUPERIXTENDEXT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  tlie  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents : 

Gentlemen — The  Superintendent  respectfully  reports  that 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Institution,  in  1825,  the  whole 
number  of  children  which  have  been  received  is  8,737.  The 
number  in  the  House  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1861,  was  as 


follows,  viz. : 

White  Boys,  424 

White  Girls,  97 

Colored  Boys,  38 

Colored  Girls,  9 

  5G8 

Received  during  the  year  1861  : 

White  Boys,  269 

White  Girls,  120 

Colored  Boys,  28 

Colored  Girls,  7 

  424—992 

Of  these,  we  disposed  of : 

White  Boys,  362 

White  Girls,  Ill 

Colored  Boys,  25 

Colored  Girls,  6 

  504 

Leaving  on  the  1st  of  January,  1862  : 

White  Boys,     \  331 

White  Girls,  106 

Colored  Boys,  41 

Colored  Girls,  10 

  488 
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TABLE  I. 


Showing  the  Sources  whence  ivere  received  4:24:  Children,  during 
the  year  1861. 


1 

White 

White 

Colored 

Colored 

Total. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

45 

37 

7 

2 

91 

"      "        "         Sessions. , . . 

92 

21 

12 

2 

127 

"     Kings  County  

32 

3 

3 

0 

38 

-Albany  Connty  

27 

7 

0 

0 

84 

Rensselaer  County  

22 

9 

0 

0 

31 

"     N.  Y.  Com.  P.  C.  &  Cor. 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

"     Queens  County  

3 

0 

3 

0 

6 

"     Orange  County  

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

"     Broome  County  ,.  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

"     Suftblk  County .. ;  

1 

0 

0 

2 

"     Ulster  County  

2 

? 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

'■     Oneida  County  

0 

3 

0 

1 

4 

"     Dutchess  County  

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

"     Putnam  County  

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Rockland  County  

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

236 

95 

20 

6 

363 

Returned  after  being  giyen  up  to 

friends  or  indentured  

33 

25 

1 

2 

1 

61 

Total  

269 

1 

120 

28 

7 

424 

superintendent's  report. 
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TABLE  IT. 


Showing  the  Disjwsition  of  Children  during  the  year  1861. 


Disposition"  . 

White 

White 

Colored 

Colored 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

92 

0 

13 

0 

105 

a 

0 

71 

0 

3 

74 

a 

Clerkship.  

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Tailor. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

u 

Carpenters  

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

a 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Engineer  

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

u 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Driiffo-ist  

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

u 

Dentist  

T 
X 

0 

0 

0 

1 

11 

Fringe  Manufac'r . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

1 

0 

0 

0 

a 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

Cotton  Manufac'rs. 

2 

0 

0 

0 

u 

Boat-builder  

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

(( 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Barber   

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Sent  to  Sea 

3 

0 

1 

0 

4 

Enlisted  in 

120 

0 

0 

0 

120 

Discharged 

112 

40 

11 

3 

166 

Escaped  ,  , 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Died  

0 

0 

0 

0 

362 

111 

25 

6 

504 
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TABLE  III. 

Shovnng  the  Parentage  of  363  Children  received  into  the  House 

during  the  year  1861. 

Americans    42 

Irish   216 

English   19 

Germans   89 

Scotch   5 

French   9 

Hungarian   1 

African   32 


363 

TABLE  lY. 

Showing  the  Ages  0/^363  Children  received  during  the  year  1861. 


2  were  8  years  old. 


5 
22 
24 
37 

89 
05 


9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 


59  were  15  years  old. 


70 
19 
12 
4 
5 


16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


363 

1  month,  8  days. 
Y. 


Average  age,  14  years, 
TABLE 

Showing  the  Length  of  Time  Children  had  been  in  the  House,  of 
whom  a  Disposition  has  been  made  during  the  year  1861. 


13  were 

in  1  month. 

15 

were  in  19  months. 

1 

was  in 

37  months. 

10 

2  months. 

8 

20 

u 

1 

38  " 

10 

8  " 

12 

21 

u 

4 

were 

39  " 

14 

4  " 

7 

a 

22 

1 

was 

40  " 

8 

5  " 

6 

a 

23 

3 

were 

41  " 

18 

6  " 

9 

a 

24 

1 

was 

43 

19 

7  " 

4 

u 

25 

u 

3 

were 

46 

19 

8  " 

3 

u 

26 

l( 

2 

47  " 

17 

9  - 

12 

u 

27 

2 

(( 

48  " 

18 

10  " 

4 

u 

28 

1 

was 

50  " 

SO  " 

11  " 

2 

29 

2 

were 

52  " 

62 

12  " 

7 

30 

(( 

1 

was 

54  " 

22  " 

13  " 

3 

C( 

31 

1 

55  " 

21 

14  " 

5 

32 

2 

were 

56  " 

24 

15  " 

4 

u 

33 

1 

was 

64  " 

19  " 

16 

5 

u 

34 

1 

a 

66  " 

9 

17  " 

5 

35 

u 

1 

72  " 

18 

18  " 

8 

36 

Average  time,  16  months,  4  days. 
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TABLE  VL 

Showing  the  Weekly  Report  of  the  Number  of  Children  in  the 
House,  with  the  Average  during  the  year  1861. 


1861. 


Bovs.  Girls. 


Jau'v  4 

" "  11. 

-  18. 
25. 

Feby  1. 
8. 

"  15. 
"  22. 
March  1 . 


15, 
22. 
29. 

5 
12. 
19. 
26. 

3 
10, 
17. 
24, 
31. 

7 , 
14. 
21. 
28. 


April 


May 


June 


4G2 
464 
468 
47r 

473; 

473! 
471 
472; 
482 
475 
480 
484^ 
479 
474 

433; 

428 
401 
378 
375 
374 
371' 
379^ 
375 
371 
375 
360 


107 
114 
118 
119 
119 
119 
119 
122 
125 
136 
129 
130 
131 
114 
112 
111 
110 


Total. 

569 
578 
586 
590 
592 
592 
590 
594 
607 
601 
609 
614 
610 
588 
545 
539 
511 
111!  489 
110;  485 
107|  481 
1101  481 
116  495 
114'  489 


114 
111 
114 


485 
486 
474 


1861. 


Bovs. 


July    5  I  365 

-     12  '349 

"     19   352 

"     26   342 

Ang't  2  '  329 

9  j  335 

"     16  I  335 

23  ,338 

30    342 

Sept.   6  \  337 

13  I  331 

"     20   335 

27   338 

Ocfr  4   ^  342 

11  i  340 

18   341 

25  I  344 

Xov.   1   343 

8  !  348 

15  '352 

22  '  .349 

"     29   353 

Dec.    6  :  358 

13  ;  359 

20  I  366 

"     27  ;  370 


Girls. 


Average,  511  7-52. 


TABLE  YII. 


Showing  the  amount  of  Labor  performed,  in  the  Boys'  Tailors' 
Shop,  during  the  Year. 


Jackets  made  1,204 

Pants        "   .^...2,208 

Jackets  repaired  .'.  .  .3,913 

Pants   6,850 

Caps  made  -.   907 

Sea-coats  made   68 

Aprons       '*    225 


Aprons  repaired   107 

Vests  made   7 

Collars    "    25 

Caps  repaired   54 

Suspenders  made   50 

Cravats         "    24 

Knee-pads    58 


Shirts  made,  52. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Showing  the    Work  done  in  the  Female  Department  during 
the  Year  1861. 


Pillow-cases   251 

Cushion  Covers   12 

Table-cloths   6 

Night  Dresses   9 

Crumb -cloths   3 

Bed-ticks   418 

Dresses   520 

Skirts   233 

Shirts   867 

Sheets.   116 

Chemises   403 

Spreads   46 


Quilts,                           .  26 

Towels   282 

Aprons   644 

Collars   274 

Drawers   86 

Stockings  knit   228 

Stockings  mended   13,960 

Bonnets  trimmed   317 

Garments  repaired   20,364 

Carpet-balls  made   300 

Pieces  washed   141,468 

Handkerchiefs  hemmed . .  455 


In  addition  to  the  work  here  exhibited,  the  girls  and  boys, 
as  usual,  have  performed  all  the  other  domestic  labor  in  their 
respective  departments. 

A  portion  of  the  boys  have  been  continued  working  and 
grading  the  low  grounds  and  meadows,  attached  to  the  Insti- 
tution, with  success.  The  changes  which  have  been  made, 
from  time  to  time,  in  regard  to  Sunday  exercises,  &c.,  con- 
tinue to  work  well. 

Messrs.  Herder,  Shepard  and  Davis  have  continued  their 
weekly  visits  to  the  girls'  Sabbath  schools  ;  and  Messrs.  Bur- 
nett and  Hoffman  to  the  boys'.  Their  visits  have  always  been 
acceptable  to  the  children. 

The  intellectual,  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the 
inmates,  as  well  as  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Institution, 
will  be  found  fully  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  Keports 
of  the  Teacher,  Chaplain  and  Physician. 

We  again  make  our  acknowledgments  to  the  publishers  of 
the  New  York  Observer,  Intelligencer  and  Christian  Enquirer, 
for  the  continuance  of  their  respective  papers  during  the  year, 
and  to  all  who  have,  in  any  wise,  aftbrded  us  comfort  in  the 
discharge  of  our  duties. 
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The  Officers  of  the  House  have  performed  their  duties  witli 
entire  satisfaction. 

After  the  lapse  of  anotlier  year,  it  again  aft'ords  me  pleasure 
to  tender  mj  sincere  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  and 
their  respective  Committees,  for  the  kindness  and  aid  they 
have  extended  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  various  duties. 
It  will  be  my  constant  aim,  by  the  aid  of  Divine  Providence, 
so  to  act  as  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  Institution, 
hoping  thereby  to  receive  the  continued  approval  of  the 
Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  W.  KETCHAM, 

SupeiHnteiident. 

HOUSE  OF  REFUGE,  ") 
Randall's  Island,  January  1st,  1862.  ) 


f 


REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL  OF  BOYS'  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  : 

Gentlemen — 

The  whole  number  of  boys  under  instruction  at  the  com- 


mencement of  the  year,  was   462 

Received  during  the  year,   297 

Whole  number  under  instruction,   759 

Of  the  297  boys  received  into  the  school  during*  the  year, 

there  were  in                                                             Ist  Division.  2cl  Division. 

176  121 

Of  these,  did  not  know  the  alphabet.    ...       14  9 

Could  spell  easy  words,       .....       30  20 

Commenced  with  1st  Reader,       ....       85  53 

"    2d      "           ....       27  22 

3d      "           ....       12  10 

"    4th    "          ....        8  7 

 176  —  121 

In  Arithmetic,  of  these  there  commenced 

1st  Division.  2d  Division . 

In  Addition,                                                 .     129  82 

Subtraction,  17  10 

"  Multiplication,  9  12 

Division,         .  '  12  10 

"  Denominate  Nmnbers,    .....        5  7 

' '  Fractions, '  4  0 

  176    121 

There  are  now  in  the  school.       ....      20G  166 
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Their  standing  is  as  follows 


Learning  the  Alphabet 
Spell  easy  words, 
Eead  in  1st  Reader, 

"  2d 

"    "  3d 

"    "  4th  " 


Their  standing  in  Arithmetic  as  follows 

In  Numeration  and  Addition  (1st  class). 
"  Subtraction  and  Multiplication  (2d  class), 

Division  (3d  class) ,  

"  Miscellaneous  Arithmetic  (4tb  class), 


IsE'Division.   2d  Division. 


3 

20 
40 
51 
40 

52 


206 


2 
13 
36 
37 
31 
47 
—  166 


1st  Division.  2d  Division. 

63  51 

51  37 
40  31 

52  47 
—  206  —  166 


There  have  been  discharged  from  the  Institution,  during  the 
past  year,  38 1  boys,  of  whom  , there  were 


1st  Division.    2d  Division. 
186  201 


Their  standing,  when  discharged,  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  Reading. 


In  the  1st  Reader, 
2d 

"  3d 

"     4th  " 


In  Arithmetic. 


1st  Division.  2d  Division. 

30  23 

45  38 

35  47 

76  93 

__  186  —  201 

Ist  Division.  2d  Division. 


In  Addition, 
"  Subtraction, 

Multiplication, 

Division, 
"  Denominate  Numbers 
"  Miscellaneous  Arithmetic 


20 
25 
35 
30 
46 


23 
18 
20 
47 
40 
53 


186 


201 
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In  Writing. 


Could  make  letters, 
"     write  words, 
"       "  legibly, 
"  w^ell, 


In  Geography, 


In  Colton  &  Fitch's,  to  North  America, 
Through  United  States, 

"        Mexico  and  Europe, 
Had  not  studied,         .       .       .  . 


In  Mental  Arithmetic. 


Througli  three  chapters, 
"       four  " 
' '       five        ' ' 
"       six  " 

Had  not  studied  it. 


1st  Divisiou.  2d  Division. 

30  23 

20  18 

25  20 

111  140 

—  186  —  201 

1st  Division.   2^1  Division. 
35  47 

56  67 
32 

95  55 

—  186    201 

1st  Division.    2d  Division. 

57  47 
67 
32 

54 

75  55 

—  186     —  201 


Of  the  boys  now  in  school  there  are 

1st  Division.  2d  Divisiou. 

Writing  on  slates,                                                  63  51 

Write  on  paper,    .......     143  115 

Studying  Stoddard's  Intellectual  Arithmetic,       .       94  78 

"        Geography,                                              92  78 

Moral  and  mental  condition  of  lt6  boys,  who  have  entered 
the  first  division  during  the  year,  38  say  they  never  attended 
any  Sabbath  school,  124  have  never  learnt  a  verse  of  Scrip- 
ture, 41  have  never  attended  any  day  school.  Of  the  121 
boys  who  have  entered  the  second  division  during  the  3'ear, 
30  say  they  have  never  attended  any  Sabbath  school,  91  have 
never  learnt  a  verse  of  Scripture,  and  37  have  never  attended 
any  day  school. 

During  the-year,  176  boys  have  entered  the  First  Division  ; 
of  that  number,  147  remain.  The  following  table  will  show 
how  much  time  they  spent  in  school,  previous  to  coming  to  the 
Kefuge  ;  also,  their  classification  in  reading  and  arithmetic 
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when  they  entered,  together  with  their  present  standing  in 
those  branches  : 


CO 

ear, 
lars. 

Time. 

None. 

Less  tha 
month 

Over  6  mo 
less 
thanly( 

Over  1  yi 
less 
than  2  ye 

Over  2  yc 
less 
than  3  yo 

Regular 
from 
3  to  4  ye 

Total. 

38 

30 

23 

33 

11 

12 

147 

7.  • 

C3  f  J 

•5 

ACJQTTTTP  ATTHV    TV  RU'l'mVfi 

Ui-o 

cS 

A 

S  o 

CJ  ^ 

! 

D? 

o 
H 

m 

10 

26 

72 

24 

10 

5 

147 

3 

17 

40 

38 

26 

33 

147 

c 

d 

o 

a 

o 

o 

£3 

.2 

O 

d 

Classificatiox  i\  Arithmetic. 

rt 

o 

'■5 
•a 

Subtr 

Multip' 

o 

Denor 

108 

18 

6 

10 

5 

0 

147 

60 

18 

20 

26 

13 

10 

147 

Of  these  176  boys,  66  attended  "Ward  Schools  in  this  city,  9  in  Albany,  8  in  Troy,  17  in 
Brooklyn,  18  in  country  schools,  10  in  various  other  schools,  and  48  have  never  attended 
any  school  whatever. 


During  the  year,  12 i  boys  have  entered  the  Second  Division 
— Ill  still  remain.  The  following  table  shows  how  much  time 
they  spent  in  school,  previous  to  coming  to  the  Refuge  ;  also, 
their  classification  in  reading  and  arithmetic  when  they  en- 
tered, together  with  their  present  standing  in  those  branches  : 
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i  i 

CO 

aJ  cS 

—1  ci 

Time. 

6 
o 
V, 

tc  3 
2  3 

1 

'I  ^ 

ver  2  ye 
less 
laa  3  ye 

4,  O 
^  CO 

1 

5  " 

For  School  

32 

24 

16 

21 

10 

111 

Classification  ix  Reading. 

>> 

WH 

•a 

cS 

o 

C3 

c 

•3 

c3 
o 

|l 

m 

« 

O 

« 

1 

8 

10 

49 

23 

8 

7 
1 

111 

2 

13 

32 

28 

20 

16 

111 

a 

3 

CO 

Classification  ix  Arithmetic. 

Addition, 

o 

3 

.H 
[a 

"a 

Division, 

euom.  Nc 

a 
c 

o 

CS 

Interest. 

c 

On  Enterini?  

73 

13 

10 

8 

0 

0 

111 

Present  Standing  

47 

16 

12 

20 

1^0 

4 

2 

111 

Of  the  121  boys  received  during  the  present  year,  50  attended  Ward  Schools  in  this  city, 
4  in  Albany,  2  in  Troy,  7  in  Brooklyn,  16  in  country  schools,  7  in  various  other  schools,  35  no 
.school  at  all. 


The  separation  of  the  bo^'s  into  two  divisions,  in  my  opinion, 
is  now  no  longer  an  experiment.  Its  practical  benefits  are 
abundantly  apparent  in  every  department,  as  manifested  in 
the  improved  order,  discipline,  and  general  character  of  the 
school  in  each  division.  The  City  Superintendent,  Mr.  Kandall, 
and  Assistants,  Messrs.  Kiddle,  Seton  and  Jones,  have  visited 
and  examined  the  schools  once  during  the  year. 

E.  H.  HALLOCK,  Principal. 

Randall's  Island,  December  31st,  1861. 
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TEACHER'S  REPORT  OF  GIRLS'  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Board  of  Manager,^  of  the  Society  for  the  Beformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  : 

Gentlemen — 

The  whole  number  of  girls  under  instruction  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  was,       .......  106 

There  have  been  received  during  the  year,    ....  127 

Whole  number  under  instruction  during  the  year,       .  233 

Of  the  12T  received  into  the  Kschool  during  the  year,  there 
were  received  into  the 


l.st  Division. 

2d  Division 

68 

59 

Of  these,  did  not  know  the  Alphabet,  . 

7 

2 

Could  spell  easy  words,  .... 

20 

10 

Commenced  with  1st  Reader, 

27 

19 

"    2d      "         .       .  . 

9 

19 

"    3d      "          .       .  . 

4 

2 

4th     "          .       .  . 

1 

7 

—  68 

—  59 

In  Ahithmetic. 

Commenced  with  Addition, 

54 

31 

'*  Substraction, 

9 

10 

"             "  Multiplication, 

3 

9 

"  Division, 

2 

3 

"            "    Denominate  Numbers, 

0 

6 

—  68 

—  59 

3 
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There  are  now  in  the  school  116  girls,  of 


whom 

1st  Division. 

2d  Division. 

62 

54 

Attainments  as  follows  : 

15 

7 

2d  "   

20 

18 

3d  "   

21 

15 

4th  "   

6 

14 

  62 

—  54 

In  Arithmetic. 

In  Notation  and  Numeration, 

15 

7 

"  Addition,  

12 

9 

"  Subtraction,  ..... 

8 

9 

"  Multiplication,        .       .       .  . 

13 

15 

"  Division,  ...... 

8 

7 

* '  Denominate  Numbers,  .... 

6 

7 

—  62 

—  54 

The  attainments  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
graphy,  of  lit  girls,  who  have  been  discharged 
school  during  the  year, 


Viz. ,  from  the 


are  as  follows: 


In  Reading. 


In  Arithmetic. 


In  Addition, 
"  Subtraction, 
"  Multiplication, 
"  Division,  . 

"  Denominate  Numbers, 
"  Fractions, 

f 


1st  Division. 

58 


and  geo- 
from  the 


2d  Division. 
59 


8 

6 

20 

13 

18 

10 

4th    "  .... 

12 

30 

—  58 

—  59 

8 

6 

18 

6 

15 

7 

11 

10 

2 

15 

4 

15 

—  58 

—  59 
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1st  nivisioii. 

2ci  Division. 

Q 

o 

o 

"              words,  ..... 

1  o 

1  '3 

lo 

write  legibly,  ..... 

1) 

1  O 

>\eii,  . 

1  7 

—  Oo 

—  o\) 

In  Geography. 

In  Colton  &  Fitcli,  as  far  as  North  America, 

18 

5 

Unitea  otates, 

1  A 

0 

"               "  Mexico, 

i 

4 

"                "  through  Europe, 

1 

26 

Had  not  studied  Geography, 

28 

19 

—  58 

—  59 

Mental  Arithmetic. 

Had  finished  three  chapters. 

18 

10 

four        *•  . 

12 

SO 

not  studied  it,       ....  , 

v8 

—  58 

19 

—  59 

the  girls  now  in  school,  there  are 

Writing  on  slates,  ..... 

15 

7 

"      on  paper,  ..... 

47 

47 

Study  Mental  Arithmetic,  .... 

27 

29 

"  Geography,  

27 

29 

Moral  and  mental  condition  of  the  68  girls  who  have  entered 
the  First  Division  during  the  year  :  19  say  they  never  have  at- 
tended any  Sabbath  scool  ;  30  that  they  never  learned  a  verse 
of  Scripture;  11  that  they  have  never  attended  any  day  school. 

Of  the  59  that  have  entered  the  Second  Division  during  the 
year,  9  say  that  they  never  have  attended  any  Sabbath  school  ; 
1 3  say  that  they  never  learned  a  verse  of  Scripture ;  9  say  tliat 
they  never  attended  any  day  school. 

During  the  year,  68  girls  have  entered  the  First  Division  ; 
of  that  number  53  remain.  The  following  table  will  show  liow 
much  time  they  spent  in  school,  previous  to  coming  to  tlie 
Refuge  ;  also,  their  classification  in  reading  and  arithmetic 
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when  they  entered,  together  with  their  present  standing  in 
those  branches  : 


§•  1 

sars, 
sars. 

^  a 

Time. 

None. 

Less  tha 
month 

Over  1  y 
less 
than  2  ye 

M  =i  CO 

i  1 

Kegnlar 
from 
3  to  4  ye 

Total. 

11 

7 

17 

15 

3 

53 

Classification  ix  Reading. 

III 

leader 

eader. 

eader . 

leader 

Ph 

M 

B-  ^ 

■rs 

^  W 

(N 

eb 

21 

24 

G 

2 

0 

53 

3 

12 

17 

16 

5 

53 

s 

cn 

s 

5 

Is 

a 

Classification  in  Arithmetic. 

cS 

o 

s 

-5 
< 

L> 

3 

Multip 

> 
P 

O 

a 

45 

6 

2 

0 

0 

Present  Standini^  

15 

17 

10 

6 

5 

53 

Of  these  53  girls,  23  had  attended  Ward  Schools  in  this  city,  2  in  BulTalo,  2  in  Troy,  10  in 
country  schools,  5  in  various  other  schools,  while  11  had  been  to  no  school  at  all. 


During  the  year,  59  girls  have  entered  the  Second  Division  ; 
of  that  number  48  remain.  The  foUowing  table  will  show  how 
much  time  they  spent  in  school,  previous  to  coming  to  the 
Refuge;  also,  their  classification  in.  reading  and  arithmetic 
when  they  entered,  together  with  their  present  standing  in 
those  branches  : 
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CO 

i  i 

u  u 

(3 

00 

is 

Time. 

i 

v.  c 

?-  c 

?  £ 

a'  ^  « 
>>  ?  >> 
?i  «  CO 

1 

"* 

£  ~ 

For  School     

4  i»; 

11 

s 

48 

Cl.4ssificatio\  i\  Re.\di.\g. 

iK't  and 

)Oll 

Words. 

o 

5 
© 

u 

c 

o 

5 

1 

z.  ^ 
<  K 

:o 

On  Enteiinfj  

8 

10 

18 

'> 

4 

48 

Present  Staiidint;  

0 

0 

15 

IG 

11 

48 

Classificatiox  i.\  ARrraMimc. 

•5 

s 

_c 

o 

cS 

S 
!2 

S 

o 

X 

S 

B 

18 

2 

•> 

48 

Present  Standing  

6 

15 

10 

48 

Of  these  48  girls,  17  had  attended  Ward  Schools 

in  thi 

s  city, 

2  in  Brooklyn 

,  8  in  country 

.schools,  12  in  various  other  schools,  while  9  had  been  to  no  school  at  all. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  full}^  convinced  me  of 
the  wisdom  that  prompted  the  separation  of  the  3'ounger  girls 
from  the  older,  the  removal  of  the  influences,  heretofore  injuri- 
ous, by  contact  with  the  latter,  having  resulted  in  a  decided 
moral  improvement  of  the  former.  I  have  greater  confidence 
that  our  efi'orts  in  behalf  of  these  younger  girls  will  surely  be 
crowned  with  success,  while,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  not  with- 
out hope,  that  with  the  older  girls  a  peculiarly  firm,  kind  and 
gentle  discipline,  calculated  to  awaken  their  dormant  sensibili- 
ties, and  to  arouse  in  them  a  proper  self-respect,  will  tend  to 
their  future  respectability  and  welfare. 

A.  M.  UNDERBILL,  Principal. 

Randall's  Isi.anp,  December  31st,  18G1. 


REPORT  OF  LADIES"  COMMITTEE. 


New  York,  December  2,  1861. 

The  Ladies'  Committee  of  the  House  of  Refuge  would  re- 
spectfully present  their  Annual  Report,  tendering  thanks  to  a 
kind  Providence  that  has  enabled  them,  in  so  much  health  and 
comfort,  to  pursue  their  allotted  duties,  with  great  pleasure  to 
themselves,  and,  we  humbly  hope,  not  without  profit  to  those 
intended  to  be  benefited. 

The  number  of  girls  on  register  during  the  year  has  varied 
from  one  hundred  and  five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
many  of  whom  have  afforded  great  encouragement,  that  to  them 
this  asylum  has  proved  the  means  of  salvation,  not  only  from 
temporal  evil,  but  here  have  also  learned  the  way  to  heaven. 
The  labors  of  the  Committee  have  been  mainly  to  encourage 
the  teachers  in  their  arduous  duties,  as  also  to  stimulate  the 
girls  in  a  persevering  course  of  well-doing,  urging  them  to 
rely  on  heavenly  aid,  in  order  to  do  any  thing  aright,  with 
the  invitations  and  promises  of  God's  word  treasured  in  their 
hearts,  to  serve  as  lights  in  many  an  intricate  path  through 
life,  and  which,  by  the  Spirit's  influences,  we  trust  may  not  fail 
to  lead  them  to  eternal  day.  Many  are  also  making  great  im- 
provement in  those  departments  of  secular  knowledge  which 
will  enable  them  to  perform  rightly  the  duties  to  be  hereafter 
required  of  them. 

The  Committee  would  make  honorable  mention  of  the  great 
interest  manifested  Joy  the  ladies  intrusted  with  the  care  of 
these  girls,  whose  efibrts  are  so  wisely  and  wholly  directed  to 
their  welfare,  and  whose  skill  and  kind  care  seem  to  have 
drawn  out  from  them  that  aftection  from  whicli  we  may  augur 
success. 
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The  House  is  conducted,  in  all  its  departments,  with  great 
order  and  system,  thus  securing  to  many,  whaf  they  liad  never 
known — the  blessing  of  a  good  Home. 

We  have  to  record  the  death  of  our  friend  and  fellow-laborer, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cromwell,  who  for  four  years  so  quietly  but 
faithfully  performed  all  the  duties  which  feeble  health  would 
permit.  She  has  left  us  "  to  enter  into  that  rest  that  re- 
maineth." 

As  time  is  short,  may  we  all  be  enabled,  whatsoever  our 
hands  find,  to  do  with  all  our  might. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  B.  BROA¥N, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  PIIYSICIAJs'. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  tlie  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents : 

Gextlemex — Your  Physician  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing' as  his  Report  : 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Refuge,  during  the  past  year, 
has  been  good.  There  have  been  but  few  cases  of  serious 
disease  among  the  inmates,  and  no  deaths.  In  the  house  for 
females,  there  has  been  but  one  girl  seriously  ill,  requiring 
daily  attendance.  There  have  been  no  contagious  or  epidemic 
diseases  in  the  house,  with  the  exception  of  one  girl,  who 
sickened  with  varioloid  (contracted  elsewhere),  a  few  days 
after  admission,  who  was  sent  to  the  Small-pox  Hospital  for 
treatment  ;  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable  exposure  of  offi- 
cers and  inmates,  no  disease  was  contracted. 

The  sick  have  in  every  respect  been  carefully  and  tenderly 
nursed,  and  all  their  wants  have  been  abundantly  supplied. 

The  children  of  the  Refuge  have  not  only  escaped  serious 
disease  during  the  past  year,  but  they  have  for  the  most  part 
enjoyed  a  degree  of  vigorous  health  that  could  only  have  been 
secured  to  them  by  wise  and  judicious  sanitary  regulations, 
entering  into  the  most  minute  detail  of  their  daily  life. 

A  few  children,  to  whom  my  attention  has  been  called, 
have  been  received  during  the  year,  while  suffering  with  con- 
stitutional, and,  in  some  cases,  with  incurable  diseases.  Such 
children,  as  well  as  those  with  defective  mental  organizations 
— some  of  whom  are  to  be  found  among  your  inmates — being 
manifestly  incapable  of  receiving  the  peculiar  and  essential 
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benefits  your  Reformatory  is  designed  to  confer,  permit  me 
respectfully  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  excliiding,  as  far  as 
practicable,  from  admission  to  the  Refuge. 

I  desire  to  urge  upon  your  Board  the  necessity  of  perfecting 
arrangements  for  ventilating  the  domitories  in  the  Boys'  De- 
partment. It  has  been  found  necessary,  in  order  to  protect 
the  building  from  danger  by  fire,  to  close  the  flues  opening 
into  the  cells.  In  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance,  that  these  flues  should  be  opened,  and  recon- 
structed in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  proof  against  fire,  and 
serve  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  designed.  As  they 
now  are,  ventilation  of  the  cells  is  impossible  ;  the  walls  of 
which  will  soon  become  saturated  with  exhalations,  to  a  de- 
gree that  must  prove  deleterious  to  the  health  of  the  occu- 
pants. 

In  closing,  I  cannot  forbear  to  acknowledge  the  uniform 
courtesy  extended  to  me  by  the  officers  of  the  House.  Their 
generous  aid  and  co-operation  have  served  to  render  my  labors 
efficient  and  agreeable. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  N.  WHITTELSEY,  M.  D. 

Randall's  Island,  January  \st,  1862. 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Manager!*  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents : 

Gentlemen — In  view  of  the  combined  pliilantliropy,  Cliris- 
tianity,  wisdom,  and  experience  brought  to  bear  upon  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Xew  York  House  of  Refuge,  it  might  be  presumed 
that  a  high  degree  of  completeness  in  its  rules  and  manage- 
ment has  been  attained.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  an 
Annual  Report  would  require  simply  an  exhibit  of  the  manner 
in  which  its  excellent  rules  have  been  carried  out,  and,  as  far 
as  may  be,  the  results  of  their  operation. 

The  order  established  the  previous  year,  of  having  but  a 
single  Chapel  service,  and  devoting  another  portion  of  the 
Lord's  day  to  Sabbath-school  and  reading  exercises,  has  been 
continued,  the  experiment  having  proved  eminently  satisfac- 
tory. It  is  evidentl}'  most  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  the 
children,  and  the  comfort  and  usefulness  of  those  engaged 
with  them. 

The  Chaplain,  with  occasional  aid  from  others,  embracing 
ministers  of  various  denominations,  has  maintained  the  Chapel 
services  without  interruption,  and  has  usually  visited  some 
portions  of  the  Sabbath-school,  or  taken  charge  of  classes  in 
the  absence  of  teachers.  Several  visitors  from  without,  as 
lieretofore,  have  faithfully  attended,  to  give  instruction  in  the 
latter  department,  some  of  whom  have  distributed  as  rewards, 
semi-monthly,  about  four  hundred  copies  of  the  Sunday-school 
Advocate,  furnished  gratuitously  by  the  Sabbath-school  Union 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Besides  the  above,  seve- 
ral Sunday-scliool  and  other  religious  and  moral  publications, 
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interspersed  with  tracts,  from  the  New  York  City  Tract  So- 
ciety, have  been  furnished  for  every  Sabbalh'^  perusal,  in 
addition  to  a  goodly  supply  of  well-chosen  and  appropriate 
books  in  the  libraries  of  the  difterent  divisions. 

Some  gentlemen,  a  few  weeks  since,  having  purposely 
visited  to  witness  the  Chapel  and  other  services  on  the  Sab- 
bath, said,  "  that  in  the  adaptation  of  instruction  to  our 
inmates,  they  thought  them  favored  beyond  their  own  children, 
under  the  advantages  of  one  of  our  largest  and  most  flourish- 
ing city  churches." 

We  were  impressed,  at  an  early  period  of  our  Chaplaincy, 
that  the  development  of  religious  impressions  was  not  so  much 
to  be  expected  while  in  the  Institution  as  after  the  inmates 
have  left,  and  the  result  has  fully  confirmed  its  correctness. 
So  that,  for  the  knowledge  of  results  we  must  patiently  wait, 
in  most  cases  ;  while  in  many,  and  some  probably  the  most 
interesting,  until  the  disclosures  of  the  final  day.  Discourag- 
ing as  our  efforts  sometimes  appear,  we  are  not  compelled  to 
rest  upon  mere  speculation  that  these  "  labors  in  the  Lord 
shall  not  be  in  vain." 

It  has  been  said  that  those  of  our  boys  who  have  entered 
the  army  have  more  readily  fallen  into  the  order  of  military 
discipline  than  recruits  from  other  sources,  arising  evidently 
from  the  habits  to  which  they  have  been  trained.  As  the 
moral  is  but  another  part  of  the  human  constitution,  how  much 
may  be  hoped  from  the  moral  and  religious  influences  here 
employed  !  Having  occasion  one  evening  to  take  the  cars  a 
short  distance  up  town,  a  genteelly  dressed  young  man,  recog- 
nized as  once  a  member  of  our  Chapel  congregation,  hastily  rose 
as  we  entered,  and  begged  our  acceptance  of  his  seat,  no  other 
being  vacant.  As  we  reached  the  locality,  said  he,  I  never 
pass  the  old  pear  tree  (planted  by  Gov.  Stuyvesant  more 
than  two  hundred  years  ago)  here,  on  the  corner  of  Thirteenth 
street  and  Third  avenue,  with  its  iron-railing  fence,  without 
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remembering'  wliat  yoii  once  said  about  it  in  a  sermon"  (an 
illustration  having  been  taken  from  it).  I  am  glad,"  was 
the  reply,  that  you  remember  .some  things  that  you  once 
heard  in  the  Chapel  when  he  earnestly  responded  :  "  I  re- 
member many  things  that  I  heard  from  you  there."  Incidents 
not  altogether  dissimilar  with  us  are  not  rare.  In  a  certain 
country  locality,  where  several  of  the  girls  have  been  placed 
in  homes,  it  has  been  said,  that  the  children  brought  up  in  the 
place  are  not  found  equal  to  them  in  their  acquaintance  with 
Bible  truth.  Transient  visitors  are  often  filled  with  admira- 
tion upon  attending  our  Sabbath-school  exercises,  to  witness 
the  attainment  of  the  children  in  Scripture  knowledge.  Nor 
are  the  cases  infrequent  where  former  inmates  are  not  merely 
respected  members  of  society,  but  are  found  adorning  the 
Christian  profession  ;  and  one,  at  least,  has  visited  the  institu- 
tion the  past  year,  who  is  studying  for  the  Christian  ministry. 

A  contemplation  of  what  these  persons  were,  when,  as 
children  and  youth,  ignorant  and  vitiated,  they  were  received 
into  this  House,  would  convince,  if  any  were  disposed  to  be 
skeptical,  of  the  saving,  not  to  say  merely  reformatory,  in- 
fluences of  the  moral  and  religious  instructions  they  have  here 
enjoyed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  HORTON, 

Chaplain. 
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Ltjst  of  Books  presented  to  the  Oflicers'  Library  during  the  year 

BY  MRS.  GRACE  DICKLNSOX. 

Memoirs  of  Stephen  Grellett. .  2  vols 


186  J 


BY  H.  M.  ALEXANDER. 


Ix)ndon  Labor,  and  London 
Poor  

BY  ANDREW  WARNER. 

Mahan's  Out-Post  Service.  . . 

BY  O.  S.  STRONG. 

Presbyterian  Paper  for  1861. 

BY  ISRAEL  RUSSELL. 

Annual  Reports  of  Pennsyl- 
vania House  of  Refuge  and 
kindred  institutions,  from 
1826  to  1860  

Annual  Reports  of  Miissacliu- 
setts  Reform  Schools  and 
kindred  institutions,  from 
184-2  to  1860  

Annual  Reports  of  Western 
House  at  Rochester,  Alba- 
ny, Cincinnati,  Providence, 
Maine,  Connecticut,  Ohio 
State  Reform  School,  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  and  Balti- 
more, Md.,  Houses  of  Ref- 
uge  


Annual  Reports  Reformato- 
ries of  Chicago,  Wisconsin, 
Michigan,  Louisiana,  Cali- 
fornia, and  Cleveland,  Ohio  1  vol. 


1  vol. 


vols. 


American  and  English  Re- 
formatory Reports   3  vols. 

English  Reformatory  Institu- 
tions, for  years  1826  to 
1857   3  " 

Annual  Reports  Xew  York 
Juvenile  Asylum,  for  years 
1852  to  1860   1  vol. 

Eight  Annual  Reports  Chil- 
dren's Aid  Society,  for 
years  1854  to  1861   1 

Journal  of  Philanthropy  print- 
ed in  Philadelphia,  for 
years  1856  to  1860   3  vols. 

New  York  Five  Points  Month- 
ly Records,  for  years  1856 
to  1860   4  *' 

Miscellaneous  Pamphlets 

bound  in  volumes   5  " 

New  York  Civil  List,  for  years 

1683  to  1855   1  vol. 

Report  of  Board  of  Education, 

for  year  1860    1  " 

Sailor's  Magazine,  for  year 

1861   1  " 
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Together  with  a  large  collection  of 
Eeports  and  other  volumes  for  the 
Library,  amounting  in  all  to  69  pack- 
ages, including  103  Church  Reports, 
containing  8,191  pages. 

Purchased  by  the  Managers  by  in- 
come of   funds  appropriated  to 


this  object,  thirty-five  volumes 
standard  works  35  vols. 

Whole  number  of  books  now 

in  Officers'  Library   758  " 

Whole  No.  of  books,  Girls', 

1st  Division   264  " 

Whole  No.  of  books.  Girls', 

2d  Division   272  " 

Whole  No.  of  books,  Boys', 

1st  Division   467  " 

Whole  No.  of  books,  Boys', 

2d  Division   577  " 


We  have  also  received  for  the  Of- 
ficers' Library,  during  the  year  1861, 
the  following  papers  : 

The  New  York  Observer.  ...    1  vol. 

The  Christian  Enquirer   1  " 

The  Christian  Intelligencer.    1  " 

For  the  School,  1st  and  2d  Divi- 
sions : 

The    Youth's  Companion, 

weekly  40Nos. 

The  Sunday-school  Banner, 

weekly  100  " 

American  Messenger,  month- 
ly 100  " 

Child's  Paper,  monthly  125  " 

Sunday  -  school  Advocate, 

monthly  400  " 


Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  H.  CLARKE,  Librarian. 
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January  1st,  18G1. 

This  being  New  Year's  day,  it  was  set  apart  as  a  lioliday.  Tlic  work 
of  tlie  shops  was  suspended  as  usual,  and  the  day  devoted  to  amuse- 
ments and  partaking  of  the  festivities  of  the  occasion.  Out-door  ex- 
ercises were  entered  into  by  the  boys  with  great  glee.  In  the  evening, 
we  had  speaking  and  dialogues,  by  the  boys  in  the  First  Division,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  T.  Clarke,  the  Vice  Principal  of  the  schools, 
which  they  enjoyed  very  much.  All  passed  off  very  pleasantly,  with 
good  spirits  and  happy  greetings. 

We  commenced  the  New  Year  with  5G8  children  in  the  Institution — 
462  boys,  lOG  girls — distributed  as  follows,  viz. :  in  the  First  Division, 
202  white  boys,  and  17  colored — total,  219;  in  the  Second  Division, 
222  white  boys,  and  21  colored— total,  243.  Girls  in  the  First  Divi- 
sion, 46  white,  4  colored — total  50;  in  the  Second  Division,  51  white, 
5  colored — total  5G ;  making,  as  before  stated,  568  inmates. 

January  4:t7i. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Stillman,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  visited  during  the 
day. 

Fehruary  11th. 

AYilliam  F — -,  No.  Y,721,  visited  the  House  this  day.  He  continues 
in  his  place  and  is  doing  well ;  he  says  he  is  pleased  with  his  situation. 

G.  H.  W  ,  No.  5,716  also  visited;   he  is  24  years  of  age,  and 

seems  a  good  young  man. 

March  1st. 

Mr.  Morrison,  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Reform  School,  at  West- 
borough,  visited  the  Housa  this  day. 

William  A  ,  No.  5,383,  visited  us  this  day.    He  was  indentured 

out  in  1853,  and  hiis  served  out  his  time  faithfully,  giving  entire  satis- 
faction, lie  now  receives  good  wages,  and  makes  a  very  respectable 
appearance. 
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March  9  th. 

James  0  ,  No.  4,708,  visited,  and  staid  in  tlie  House  on  Tuesday 

night.  He  is  now  engaged  as  colporteur  in  Orange  county,  and  is  study- 
ing for  the  ministry.  He  closed  the  Second  Division  School  in  the  even- 
ing, addressed  the  girls'  school  next  morning,  aftectionately,  and  ex- 
hibited a  very  excellent  spirit. 

March  12th. 

Mr.  Abm.  W  ,  a  former  inmate,  No.  1,389,  visited  this  day.  He 

was  indentured  in  1836  to  a  gentleman  in  Connecticut;  he  served  out 
his  time,  and  did  so  well  that  he  has  been  engaged  with  the  same  man 
ever  since,  and  at  the  present  time  has  charge  of  the  farm  as  overseer. 
He  seems  a  very  respectable  man. 

3£arch  ISth. 

Orsemus  B  ,  No.  6,220,  visited  the  house.    He  was  indentured  in 

1857  to  a  farmer  in  the  State  of  New  York,  who  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  improve  himself,  which  he  did  so  much  so,  that  during  the 
past  two  winters  he  has  been  teaching  the  district  school  in  the 
vicinity,  giving  entire  satisfaction.  He  is  a  member  of  the  church,  in 
good  standing.  We  think  he  possesses  the  right  spirit,  and,  with  ordi- 
nary perseverance,  will  succeed  in  his  undertakings. 

March  25  th, 

Theodore  W  ,  No.  5,346,  and  Edgar  W  ,  No.  7,911,  visited 

the  House  this  day.  "  They  are  silversmiths  by  trade,  and  represent 
themselves  as  doing  finely.    They  make  a  very  good  appearance. 

•     March  dOth. 

Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted,  and  McMartin,  of  the  School  Committee, 
accompanied  by  the  Superintendents  of  Common  Schools,  Messrs. 
Randall,  Kiddle,  Jones,  and  Seton,  visited  and  examined  the  schools 
in  the  difterent  departments  this  afternoon. 

April  5th. 

The  Board  of  Managers  held  their  regular  monthly  meeting  at  the 
House  this  afternoon. 

April  9th. 

We  this  day  sent  forty  boys  to  the  West.  Mr.  H.  A.  Allen,  our 
Second  Assistant  Superintendent,  and  Mr.  Brush  took  charge  of  them, 
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and  found  good  places  for  tlieni  in  the  States  of  Oliio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois. 

April  l^tJi. 

We  this  day  received  one  girl,  indentured  one  boy  to  a  farmer,  and 
discharged  seventeen  of  our  large  boys  to  enlist  in  the  army. 

Juli/  4:th. 

This  being  Independence  day,  the  shops  were  closed  and  the  work 
of  the  House  suspended. 

During  the  forenoon  we  had  chapel  exercises,  singing  by  the  chil- 
dren, and  stirring  patriotic  addresses  by  Messrs.  Leigh  and  McCartee. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  by  the  children  in  partaking  of  the  usual 
refreshments  and  such  sports  as  children  ordinarily  invent  holidays. 
All  passed  off  pleasantly.  Of  the  Managers,  Messrs.  Leigh,  Halsted, 
and  Cromwell  attended,  t 

Jul]/  5  th. 

The  Board  of  Managers  held  their  regular  monthly  meeting  at  the 
House  this  afternoon. 

Juhj  mh. 

Mrs.  Lankford  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  of  the  Ladies'  Committee,  ac- 
companied by  Ruth  Murray,  visited  the  Female  Department  this  day. 

Juhj  2M. 

Mr.  R.  Warterton,  Secretary  of  the  Children's  Aid  Society  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  visited,  accompanied  by  some  friends. 

We  sent  fifteen  boys  to  the  West  this  morning,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Allen,  to  place  them  on  farms  in  Illinois. 

J.  H.  C  ,  No.  0,472,  visited  this  day.    lie  has  served  out  his  time 

and  has  joined  the  army.    lie  looks  strong. 

Jtdij  2Qth. 

Erastus  R  ,  No.  6,250,  visited  to-day.  ITe  makes  a  good  appear- 
ance. He  is  a  shoemaker  and  a  good  mechanic,  and  says  he  is  doing 
well. 

August  lotli. 

Mr.  Ilorton,  our  Chaplain,  preached  in  the  morning ;  Messrs.  Davis 
and  Parsons  visited  the  girls'  Sabbath-schools,  and  Messrs.  Burnett 
and  Hoffman  the  boys ;  Mr.  Ilubbs  visited  the  Boys'  Department ;  Mr. 
Israel  Russell  visited,  as  did  Managers  Leigh  and  Ketchum,  and  at- 
tended Divine  service. 
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August  28th. 

Mr.  Talcott,  Superintendent  of  the  Providence  State  Reform  School 
in  Rhode  Island,  visited  this  day. 

SejHemher  2<6t}i. 

This  day  having  been  set  apart  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  a  day  of  humiliation  and  prayer,  all  the  work  of  the  Institu- 
tion was  suspended.  Mr.  Ilorton,  our  Chaplain,  addressed  the  children 
in  the  Chapel  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  they  were  as- 
sembled in  the  different  school-rooms,  where  devotional  exercises  were 
conducted  by  Messrs.  Herder,  Sheppard,  Stevens,  Bourne,  Mitchell,  and 
Horton,  from  3  to  4  P.  M.  Mr.  Strong,  of  the  Managers,  and  Mr.  Israel 
Russell  were  with  us  a  portion  of  the  day. 

October  ^th. 

The  Board  of  Managers  held  their  regular  monthly  meeting  at  the 
House  this  day. 

Dr.  Baker,  of  Newark,  Ohio,  Consul  to  Athens,  in  Europe,  with 
friends,  visited  the  Institution  this  afternoon. 

October  Wtli. 

Bridget  W  ,  N"o.  7,381,  has  been  staying  in  the  House  the  past 

few  days.  She  was  indentured  in  New  Jersey,  and  has  served  out 
her  time,  giving  entire  satisfaction.  She  is  receiving  good  wages,  at 
present,  from  a  family  in  the  neighborhood.  She  appears  quite  respect- 
able. 

October  21s^. 

Jacob  H         visited  the  House  this  day.    He  is  a  member   of  the 

Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  stationed,  for  the  present,  at  Fort  Schuyler.  He 
was  discharged  from  the  House  three  years  ago,  and  gives  a  good  account 
of  himself  during  the  time  he  has  been  out. 

October  Mth. 

Ellen  K  ^  ISTo.  G,13G,  visited ;  seems  a  fine  girl.    The  Grand  Jury, 

Jno.  C.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Foreman,  visited  and  examined  the  House  gene- 
rally this  afternoon,  and  seemed  pleased  with  their  visit. 

Mrs.  Lankford  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  of  the  Ladies'  Committee,  visited 
the  Female  Department  this  afternoon. 

Messrs.  Leigb  and  Downer,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  made 
their  regular  semi-monthly  visit  to  the  House  this  day. 
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October  2oth. 

Messrs.  Stevens  and  Atterbury,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted  and  McMartin,  of  tlie  Scliool  Committee,  visited 
the  House  this  day. 

Theodore  R  .  No.  5,780,  visited  tlie  House  tliis  evening,  lie 

was  indentured  to  a  farmer  in  Isaw  Jersey,  in  1853,  witli  wliom  lie 
staid  two  years;  after  he  left  the  farmer,  he  went  to  New  Orleans  and 
worked  in  a  machine  sliop  a  while,  then  on  a  railroad  as  fireman,  and 
finally  an  engineer;  he  continued  in  this  employment  until  the  war 
broke  out,  when  lie  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  enlisted  in  the  army,  and 
was  with  Colonel  Mulligan,  at  Lexington,  Mo.,  and  taken  prisoner  with 
the  Colonel.  He  was  released,  on  his  taking  an  oath  not  to  serve 
against  the  South  during  the  war.  He  says,  he  was  forced  to  take  the 
oath,  and  does  not  deem  it  binding.  lie  is  a  very  respectable  appear- 
ing young  man,  and  says  he  owes  much  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 

October  Slst. 

Henry  S  ,  No.  fi,o38,  and  James  M  ,   No.  0,429,  visited 

this  afternoon.  The}^  were  discharged  from  the  House,  in  1858  and 
18G0 ;  the  first  to  go  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and  the  other  to  the  care  of 
his  friends.  They  are  now  attached  to  the  California  Regiment,  and 
were  in  the  Battle  of  Ball's  Blufi-',  and  were  of  the  party  that  recovered 
Colonel  Baker's  body  from  the  field  of  battle.  On  account  of  their 
efficiency  in  obtaining  the  body  of  Colonel  Baker,  General  McClellan 
gave  them  seven  days'  leave  of  absence,  with  three  days  of  grace,  and 
a  free  passage  to  and  from  New  York  to  Washington.  They  return  to 
their  regiment  to-morrow. 

Kovember  Sth. 

IIoii.  AVilliam.  II.  Ludlow,  of  Suffolk  county,  with  friends,  visited 
the  Institution  this  day. 

November  28th. 

This  being  Thanksgiving  Day,  the  work-shops  were  closed.  At  11 
o'clock,  Mr.  C.  C.  Leigh  addressed  the  children  in  the  Chapel,  and  the 
day  was  spent  by  them  in  their  usual  holiday  sports.  All  passed  off 
pleasantly. 

December  2d. 

Edward  C  ,  No.  7,679,  visited  this  day.    He  was  indentured  to  a 

gentleman  in  New  Jersey,  about  one  year  ago  ^  he  still  remains  in  his 
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place,  and  is  doing  finely.  He  is  on  a  visit  to  5Tew  York  and  will  re- 
turn to  his  home  again  in  a  few  days.  His  appearance  justifies  us  in 
believing  he  is  well  cared  for. 

Deceiiiher  lOih. 

Henry  C  ,  No.  5,278,  visited  the  House.    He  was  indentured,  in 

1859,  to  a  farmer  in  New  Jersey,  but  did  not  stay  long.  After  he  left 
his  place,  he  worked  in'  the  city  at  shoemaking ;  and  when  the  rebellion 
broke  out,  he  enlisted  in  Colonel  Corcoran's  Sixty-ninth  Kegiment  of 
Volunteers,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  is  now  in  the  Irish 
Brigade,  located  at  present  at  Fort  Schuyler;  they  expect  to  leave  in 
a  few  days  for  the  seat  of  war.  He  makes  a  very  respectable  appear- 
ance, and  seems  very  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  of  the  war. 

December  25th,  1861, 

This  being  Christmas,  the  work  of  the  Institution  was  suspended,  and 
the  day  spent  in  the  usual  holiday  festivities.  The  children  were  as- 
sembled, during  the  morning,  in  the  Chapel,  and  addressed  by  the 
Superintendent,  In  the  afternoon,  the  boys  enjoyed  their  usual  out- 
door sports,  and  the  refreshments  provided  for  them  by  the  Managers, 
The  girls  in  the  First  Division  had  speaking,  dialogues,  and  singing  in  their 
school-rooms  during  the,  afternoon ;  and,  in  the  evening,  those  oi  the 
Second  Division  had  an  entertainment,  consisting  of  dialogues  and  pleas- 
ant Christmas  representations,  which  passed  off  very  pleasantly, 
affording  amusement  and  enjoyment  to  all  present. 

Quite  a  number  of  persons  visited  and  witnessed  the  exhibition  of 
the  schools.  Among  the  number  was  our  Manager,  Mr.  Halsted,  and 
lady,  and  Miss  Wright,  late  Principal  of  the  New  York  Daily  Normal 
School. 


LETTERS 


FROM  MASTERS  OF  CHILDREN  WHOSE  APPRENTICESHIP  HAS 
NOT  EXPIRED. 


BOYS. 

January  bth,  1861. 

J.  W.  Ketcham,  Esq. — Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  17th  of  September  last 

came  duly  to  hand.    Joseph  C  is  still  ^vith  me.    He  enjoys  good  health, 

is  honest  and  industrious  ;  he  has  attended  school  every  vrinter  until 
this  season  ;  he  has  the  opportunity  of  doing  so  now,  but  he  does  not 
choose  to  avail  himself  of  the  privilege.  He  usually  attends  our  church  and 
is  doing  welL    He  intends  to  make  you  a  visit  when  he  comes  to  New  York. 

Yours,  truly,  E.  G. 


Januanj  m,  1861. 

Mr.  Ketcham — Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  respecting  Thomas  D  , 

I  inform  you  that  he.  still  lives  with  me,  and  enjoys  good  health.  He  has 
improved  very  much  in  learning,  is  perfectly  honest  and  very  industrious. 
He  attends  Sabbath-school  and  church,  and  is  a  good  boy.  He  often  speaks 
of  you  and  the  officers  of  the  Refuge  m  the  highest  terms.  I  shall  reward 
him  according  to  his  merits. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  P. 


Fehruan/V2th,  1861. 

Mr.  Ketcham— Sir  :  In  April,  1860,  Patrick  F  was  indentured  to  me 

from  your  Institution.  He  has  proved  to  be  honest  and  industrious,  and, 
best  of  all,  he  is  careful  of  everything  he  is  placed  in  charge  of.  He  attends 
church  and  Sabbath-school,  and  is  at  present  attending  our  daily  district 
school,  and  makes  good  improvement.  In  fact,  he  is  all  that  I  can  expect, 
or  can  reasonably  desire  in  a  boy. 

Yours,  truly,  WM.  F. 
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Februanj  22d,  1861. 
To  THE  Officers  of  the  Refuge — RespectiTd  Friends  :  I  would  inform  you 

that  James  Y  is  still  with  me  ;  he  is  honest,  industrious  and  respectful ; 

he  is  as  one  of  my  own  family  ;  no  one,  to  see  him  now,  would  suppose  him 
to  have  been  a  poor  Refuge-boy,  he  is  so  much  improved  in  all  respects.  I 
have  had  from  your  Institution  four  boys,  and  I  wish  I  could  live  to  have 
four  more  as  good  boys  as  they  have  proved.  Two  of  them  have  left  me  ; 
the  first  is  married  and  I  started  him  in  business — farming  ;  the  other  lives 
near  and  comes  to  see  me  very  often.    All  are  prospering. 

Yours,  respectfully,  E.  P.  F. 


February  25th,  1861. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  about  John  H. 

J  ,  I  inform  you  that  he  is  yet  in  my  employ.    He  is  honest,  but  rather 

slow  at  his  work,  and  also  slow  at  his  books.  I  have  sent  him  to  school  a 
year  and  a  half,  still  he  has  not  made  the  improvement  I  could  wish.  He 
attends  Sabbath-school  and  church.  His  parents  have  been  to  see  him 
several  times.  They  seem  anxious  for  him.  His  time  will  expire  in  April 
next,  and  I  intend  to  do  what  is  right  by  him,  hoping  he  may  make  a  useful 
man.  Ycurs,  &c.,  R.  V. 


3Iarch  2d,  1861. 

Dear  Friends  of  the  Refuge  :  I  now  write  a  few  lines  to  you  to  let  you 
know  that  we  are  all  well,  and  hope  you  are  the  same.    Charles  and  Mary 

D  ,  that  I  took  from  you,  are  very  smart  children,  and  are  getting  along 

very  well.  Mary  has  joined  our  church,  and  is  in  good  standing.  I  trust 
she  may  always  prove  faithful  :  she  has  been  a  good  girl  with  me,  and  we 
all  think  highly  of  her.  Charles,  her  brother,  goes  to  school,  and  is  getting 
along  very  well.  I  will  do  for  them  as  well  as  I  can,  and  hope  they  will 
make  useful  members  of  society. 

Yours,  respectfully,  R.  F. 


3Iay  m/i,  1861. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir:  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 

John  M  ,  indentured  to  me  from  your  Institution,  is  in  good  health  and 

doing  well.  He  is  suited  out  here,  and  takes  hold  of  the  farming  business 
finely.  He  is  willing  to-  be  taught — that  I  think  favorably  of.  He  attends 
school,  and  learns  well.  He  attends  church  regularly  with  the  family,  and 
is  an  obedient  boy,  always  ready  and  willing.  We  are  pleased  with  him, 
and  he  seems  pleased  with  his  place. 

Yours,  truly,  E.  C. 
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September  20th,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  inquirinj?  after  John  Buckley,  I 
inform  you  that  he  is  still  with  me.  He  is  an  honest,  industrious,  well- 
behaved  young  man  ;  he  takes  a  great  interest  in  his  work,  and  is  always 
very  obliging.  He  attends  church  regularly,  and  keeps  good  company.  I 
trust  he  will  make  a  useful  man.  He  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  his  bene- 
factors. Yours,  respectfully,  J.  P. 


Aufpisi  2d,  1861. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ketch  AM — Sir:  I  take  this  opportunity  to  write  you  a  few  lines 

concerning  James  Mc  .    He  is  still  with  me,  and  is  a  very  good  boy  ;  in 

every  respect  he  is  honest ;  his  word  is  like  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  and  he  is 
very  ambitious  at  his  work  and  study.  He  is  punctual  at  Sabbath-school 
and  church.  James  is  no  more  your  boy  now  ;  he  has  given  up  his  own 
name  and  takes  mine — he  is  now  my  boy.  He  is  glad  that  he  was  ever  taken 
to  the  Refuge,  and  obtained  such  a  home.  He  intends  to  make  a  useful  man 
of  himself,  and  I  intend  to  assist  him  all  I  can  to  accomplish  his  determina- 
tion.   He  sends  his  best  respects  to  all. 

Yours,  truly,  L.  S. 


September  mh,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  Thomas  L  came  to  live  with  me  last  September,  and  is 

still  with  me.  He  is  honest,  but  not  over  fond  of  work.  He  attended 
school  three  months  last  winter,  and  improved  very  well  ;  he  has  good 
health,  attends  Sabbath-school  and  church  regularly.  He  has  run  away 
from  me  twice  since  he  has  been  with  me.  The  first  time  he  was  gone  three 
days  before  I  found  him  ;  the  second  time  he  staid  about  the  same  length  of 
time,  and  then  came  home  himself,  very  penitent,  and  made  many  good 
promises,  which  he  has  faithfully  kept  ever  since. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  P. 


September  2Sth,  1861. 
Mr.  Ketch  am,  and  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge — Gentlemen  : 

Chas.  H.  J  is  living  with  me  still.    He  is  a  good  honest  boy.    He  enjoys 

good  health,  and  is  very  industrious,  and  seems  very  anxious  to  make  a  good 
man.  I  endeavor  to  do  my  duty  by  him,  and  think  I  shall  succeed  in  bring- 
ins:  him  up  so  that  he  may  make  a  useful  man. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  E. 

October  V2th,  1861. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham— Sir  :  I  have  received  your  Circular,  and  hasten  to 
answer.    James  B  is  still  with  our  family.    He  is  honest,  and  qirite  in- 
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dustrious ;  he  is  making  some  improvement  in  his  education,  and  attends 
the  church  and  Sabbath-school,  and  I  feel  willing  to  say  that  James  is  a 
pretty  good  boy.  He  has  uninterrupted  good  health,  and  has  grown  very 
much.  I  presume  you  would  not  be  able  to  recognize  him,  if  you  should  see 
him.    I  hope  he  will  do  well. 

Yours,  &c.,  G.  W.  C. 


October  Aih,  1861. 

Eespected  Friend  :  I  received  your  letter,   making  inquiries  about 

Thomas  W  .    He  is  still  with  me,  and  is  a  good,  honest,  industrious  boy. 

I  send  him  to  school  winters,  and  during  the  summer  months  he  works  with 
me  on  the  farm.  He  attends  the  Sabbath-school  in  our  village.  He  often 
speaks  of  the  officers  and  his  little  friends  he  left  in  the  Eefuge.  He  is  con- 
tented, and  takes  as  much  interest  in  my  affairs  as  if  they  were  his  own.  We 
think  as  much  of  him  as  if  he  were  our  own  son.  I  have  given  him  a  colt 
and  heifer,  and  intend  giving  him  more  when  he  needs  them.  He  is  now 
16  years  old,  and  doing  well. 

Yours,  respectfully,  H.  W.  M. 


October  Qth,  1861. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  I  write  to  inform  you  that  J.  C  is  st'll 

with  me.  He  is  industrious  and  strictly  honest.  He  improves  in  education, 
and  enjoys  good  health.  He  attends  Sabbath-school  and  church  punctually. 
He  is  ambitious,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  make  a 
respectable  and  useful  member  of  society.  He  is  beloved  by  all  our  family, 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He  works  at  my  business  (plastering) 
in  the  summer,  and  attends  school  in  the  winter.  I  conclude  by  wishing 
God's  blessing  upon  your  endeavors  to  relieve  the  poor  and  destitute. 

Yours,  respectfully,  K.  S. 


October  I2ih,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  a  few  days  ago,  concerning  James  McB  . 

He  still  remains  with  me,  and  is  as  honest  as  the  average  of  boys — is  rather 
industrious  and  materially  improved  in  his  education,  but  is  not  as  fond  of 
his  book  as  I  would  like.  He  attends  Sabbath-school  when  we  have  any,  and 
the  church  with  the  family.  I  think  he  is  quite  ambitious  and  desires  to  be 
respected.  I  think,  with  proper  training,  he  will  make  an  intelligent  and 
respectable  man. 

Yours,  &c.,  G.  H.  M. 
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September  M,  1801. 

Dear  Sir  :  W.  H  is  a  very  good  boy,  has  grown  finely,  and  appears  very 

well  contented.  He  has  attended  school  the  last  two  winters,  and  is  quick 
to  learn.  I  feel  interested  in  his  welfare,  and  think  he  will  make  a  useful 
man,  if  he  lives. 

Yours,  respectfully,  W.  W.  B. 


September  2ith,  1861. 

Mr.  Ketcham— Sir  :  Thomas  is  still  with  me,  Hike  him  very  much, 

he  is  a  very  good  boy.  He  attends  church  regularly  with  the  family,  and  I 
send  him  to  school  during  the  winter  months.  He  seems  to  liice  farming 
very  well,  and  I  believe  he  will  make  a  useful  member  of  society.  He  sends 
his  respects  to  the  officers  and  maimgers  of  the  House. 

Yours,  respectfully,  E.  M.  P. 


October  Uth,  1861. 

~  Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  Sept. 

20,  in  relation  to  John  H  .    He  remains  with  me  and  is  likely  to  do  so  ; 

he  is  very  healthy,  industrious,  and  honest  ;  he  goes  to  school  and  church 
punctually,  and  is  rather  fond  of  dress.  I  think  John's  chances  in  the 
world  are  good.  Our  family  and  all  the  neighbors  think  well  of  John  and 
respect  him,  and  he  seems  very  much  attached  to  all  of  us.  I  have  con- 
fined him  to  good  company,  and,  I  think,  in  a  year  or  two  he  will  be  quite 
a  favorite  with  us  all . 

Yours,  respectfully,  C.  W.  L. 


October  7th,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  a  few  lines  from  you,  making  inquiries  about 

J.  S  .    The  following  is  my  answer  :  he  still  remains  with  me,  is  honest 

and  industrious,  improved  in  his  education,  is  a  regular  attendant  on  Sab- 
bath-school and  church,  and  seems  ambitious  of  future  ""respectability  and 
usefulness. 

Yours, 'truly,  W.  A. 


December  Qth,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  note,  I  inform  you  that  John  K   con- 
tinues still  in  my  family.  He  is  industrious  and  honest,  is  very  healthy,  and 
improves  in  his  education.  He  regularly  attends  our  Sabbath-school  and 
church,  and  appears  to  be  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and  usefulness. 

Yours,  respectfully,  M.  P. 
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LETTERS  FROM  MASTERS  OF  GIRLS. 

April  Sd,  1861. 

Respected  Friends  of  the  House  of  Refuge  :  This  will  inform  you  that 

Mrs.  H  is  pleased  with  Frances  R  ,  whom  we  have  taken  under  our 

charge  from  your  Institution.  She  seemed  somewhat  disobedient  at  first, 
but  is  now  very  tractable,  and  a  very  good  girl,  with  few  exceptions.  We 
have  endeavored  to  do  the  best  we  could  for  her  welfare,  and  we  intend  to  do 
so  as  long  as  she  remains  with  us.  She  seems  anxious  to  become  a  useful 
member  of  society. 

Yours,  &c.,  .  J.  H. 


January  20th,  1861. 

Mrs.  Osgood  :  Eliza  is  still  with  us  ;  she  is  rather  slow  at  her  work, 

but  appears  to  be  very  happy.  1  can  say  nothing  ill  of  her,  and  feel  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  her  conduct. 

Yours,  truly,  H.  P.  V. 


September  2Qth,  1861. 
Mr  J.  W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  has  just  come  to  hand.  The 

girl  Bridget  O'C  still  continues  with  us,  and  is  doing  well.    Her  health 

has  been  exceedingly  good,  and  she  has  always  shown  a  willingness  to  learn. 
In  regard  to  honesty  and  industry,  she  has  given  good  satisfaction.  She  has 
the  privilege  of  attending  Sabbath-school  and  church,  and  does  attend  most 
generally.  She  is  fond  of  reading,  and  I  trust,  by  God's  blessing,  she  will 
make  a  useful  woman.    She  sends  her  best  respects  to  all. 

Respectfully  yours,  J.  P.  W. 


September  SOth,  1861. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Ketciiam — Sir:  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  in  regard  to  Alice 
R  ,  I  inform  you  that  she  is  still  living  with  us.  She  is  honest,  industri- 
ous, and  improving  in  her  education.  She  attends  Sabbath-school,  day- 
school,  and  church  regularly,  and  is  very  ambitious.  We  have  no  children; 
and  have  adopted  her  as  our  own,  and  she  goes  by  our  name.  We  consider 
her  a  go-ahead,  line  young  lady. 

Yours,  respectfully,  D.  B. 

September  27th,  1861. 
J.  W.  Ketcham,  Esq. — Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  and 
am  happy  to  say  that  Sarah  M  is  still  living  with  me.    She  has  improved 
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in  every  respect.  She  attends  Sabbatli-school  and  church  regularly,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  choir.  Hoping,  sir,  that  we  shall,  by  the  help  of  Divine 
Providence,  be  the  means  of  reforming  her,  I  remain, 

Yours,  respectfully,  F.  Y. 


September  M,  1861. 

Mil.  John  W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  tlie  17th  inst.  duly  is  re- 
ceived, and  I  proceed  to  ansvirer  your  questions  in  regard  to  Rosa  L  ,  as  fol- 
lows :  She  still  continues  with  us,  attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  very 
punctually,  and  has  greatly  improved  in  her  education.  She  is  healthy,  and 
has  growTi  considerably.  She  is  obedient  and  kind,  and  seems  perfectly 
contented  and  happy.  We  have  been  very  particular  that  she  should  not 
keep  bad  company,  and,  as  she  has  a  great  fondness  for  reading,  we  furnish 
her  books  for  all  her  leisure  time. 

Respectfully  yours,  S.  0.  H. 


October  mil,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  Mary  B  is  still  living  with  us.  She  is  well,  and  growing  to  be 

a  woman  very  fast.  We  send  her  to  school  a  good  share  of  the  year,  but  her 
intellect  is  dull.  She  is  not  so  much  advanced  as  a  good  many  girls  would 
be  with  the  same  amount  of  schooling.  She  appears  to  be  perfectly  honest, 
and  is  anxious  to  learn.  We  send  her  to  Sabbath-school  and  church  with  our 
own  children  as  much  as  we  can.  She  seems  to  be  contented  with  her  home- 
She  says  so  at  least,  and  I  think  she  is. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  13.  K. 


October  m,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  received  your  letter  relative  to  Anna  D  ,  and  answer 

by  saying  that  she  still  remains  with  us,  but  her  time  will  expire  in  a  few  days' 
She  has  proved  to  be  honest  and  industrious,  and  has  improved  herself  in 
education.  As  often  as  we  could  send  her,  she  has  attended  church  and 
Sabbath-school,  and  we  believe  her  to  be  very  ambitious  of  future  respecta- 
bility and  usefulness.  Altogether,  she  has  proved  herself  a  good  girl,  and 
we  shall  keep  her  as  long  as  she  will  stay  with  us. 

Yours  respectfully,  I.  L. 


Septemlter  1th,  1861. 
J.  W.  Ketciiam,  Esq. — Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  questions  about  Catha- 
rine D  ,  I  have"to  say  she  is  still  with  us.   We  believe  her  to  be  honest,  and 

she  is  industrious,  making  fair  progress  in  education.  She  attends  church 
and  Sabbath-school  regularly  every  Sabbath,  and  has  received  a  premium  for 
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regular  attendance.  Like  most  children  of  her  age,  she  has  little  thought 
of  the  future.  She  is  controlled  principally  by  present  rewllrds  and  punish- 
ments. We  have  endeavored  to  give  her  our  prayerful  and  careful  attention, 
desiring  to  fit  her  for  usefulness  and  happiness  both  here  and  hereafter. 
You  have  our  sympathy  and  prayers  in  the  good  work  in  which  you  are  all 
engaged,  and  trust  that,  following  our  Saviour's  example,  we,  with  you,  may 
be  ever  found  the  children's  friend. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  A.  L.  W. 

September  27th,  1861. 

Mr.  Ketcham — Eespected  Friend  :    I  hereby  inform  you  that  May  C  is 

as  good  a  girl  as  we  ever  had  from  the  Ptefuge.  She  still  remains  with  us,  and 
says  she  wall  do  so  as  long  as  we  will  keep  her,  or  as  long  as  she  lives.  She 
is  honest,  industrious,  attends  Sabbath-school  regularly,  and  has  a  proper 
regard  for'future  usefulness  and  respectability,  and  she  bears  a  good  charac- 
ter. 

Yours  truly,  D.  VAN  H. 

October  4th,  1861. 

Mr.  John  "W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  respecting 

our  girl,  Annie  L  .    She  is  still  with  us,  and  appears  to  be  well  satisfied. 

I  have  never  known  her  to  take  anything  that  did  not  belong  to  her.  She  is 
very  industrious,  and  strives  to  learn  all  she  can,  and  is  a  regular  attendan* 
on  our  village  Sabbath-school.  We  are  very  much  pleased  with  her  ;  she  is 
striving  to  do  well. 

Yours  truly,  P.  J.  Q. 

December  25th,  1861. 

Dear  Friends  :  Adelia  C  is  still  in  my  family.    She  is  a  healthy  girl ; 

she  attends  Sabbath-school,  prayer  meeting,  and  church  with  our  family 
regularly.  She  is  active-minded  and  quick  to  learn,  and  I  think  she  Avill 
make  a  respectable  woman. 

Respectfully  yours,  J.  P.  Q. 


LETTERS 

FROM  MASTERS   OF    CHILDREN  WHO    HAVE    SERVED  THEIR 

TIME. 

September  SOth,  1861. 
Mr.  John  W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  17th  inst.  came  safely  to 
hand,  making  inquiries  in  regard  to  Margaret  F  .    She  is  not  with  us  at 
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present.  She  stiid.  however,  the  full  time  of  her  apprenticeship.  After  that 
expired,  we  paid  her  wages  for  one  year.  She  then  left  and  went  to  New 
York,  with  a  view  of  learning  a  trade.  She  has  married,  and,  from  the  best 
information  we  can  learn,  she  is  doing  very  well.  While  with  us,  she  was 
perfectly  honest  and  industrious,  and  improved  her  education  and  habits 
xery  much.  She  attended,  with  us,  the  Episcopal  church,  and  always 
appeared  quite  devoted.  She  was  very  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and 
usefulness,  and  we  have  every  reason  for  believing  she  will  make  a  very  re- 
spectable woman.  She  established  a  good  character  while  with  us,  and  was 
thought  well  of  by  all  our  acquaintances. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  J.  P. 


yovember  24th,  1861. 
ilr.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  in  regard  to  Susan 

G  .  She  staid  with  me  the  full  time  of  her  apprenticeship  and  three  months 

more,  when  she  left  and  went  to  New  York.  She  was  honest,  quite  indus- 
trious, and  improved  much  in  her  education.  She  attended  Sabbath-school 
and  church  as  often  as  circumstances  would  permit.  1  trust  she  will  make 
a  respectable  woman. 

Yours,  kc,  E.  S. 


October  Sth,  18G1. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  circular,  and  take  this  opportunity  of 

answering  it.  John  C  staid  with  me  until  his  time  was  out,  and  then  hired 

with  a  neighbor.  He  is  still  working  on  a  farm  in  an  adjoining  county,  and 
receiving  good  wages.  When  with  me,  he  regularly  attended  church  and 
Sabbath-school,  and  improved  in  education.  He  was  industrious  and  par- 
ticularly honest.    I  believe  he  tries  to  make  himself  useful  and  respectable. 

Yours  truly,  W.  D.  L. 


November  Sth,  1861. 

Dear  Friexds  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  Mary  E.  H  ,  she 

staid  with  me  her  full  term  of  service,  and  one  year  afterwards  on  wages. 
She  proved  to  be  a  good  girl,  and  was  highly  respected  by  our  neighbors  and 
friends.  She  had  improved  herself  very  much  in  education,  and,  1  think, 
bids  fair  to  make  a  useful  member  of  society. 

Yours  truly,  E.  J.  C. 


September  Ibth,  1861. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham — Dear  Sir  :  Your  circular  was  duly  receiveti,  and  I 
hasten  to  reply.    Isaac  M  staid  with  me  nearly  his  full  term  of  service. 
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About  the  1st  of  July  last,  he  left  with  my  consent,  and  enlisted  in  the  Fif- 
teenth Regiment,  Connecticut  State  Volunteers.  Isaac  a  good  young 
man,  I  was  sorry  to  part  with  him,  and  I  don't  know  of  anything  that  will 
prevent  his  making  a  good  citizen.  He  had  a  good  reputation  among  the 
people  of  this  town.  He  enlisted  as  a  musician,  and  I  hope  he  will  do 
well. 

Yours  truly,  C.  E. 
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October  \st,  1861. 

Mr.  Ke'tcham — Dear  Sir  :  Having  a  few  leisure  moments,  I  thought  I 
would  venture  to  write  to  you.  It  is  now  nearly  two  years  since  I  left  your 
Institution,  and  I  suppose  you  think  I  have  run  away  from  my  place,  but  I 
have  not.    I  am  still  with  the  same  man  that  took  me  out,  and  I  mean  to 

stay  with  him.    He  is  one  of  the  best  men  in  the  State  of  C  ,  a  good, 

kind-hearted,  sober  old  gentleman.  He  keeps  a  small  nursery,  and  has  not 
much  of  a  farm  ;  but  notwithstanding  all  that,  we  find  a  plenty  to  do,  and 
keep  ourselves  busy  all  the  time .  I  went  to  school  nearly  four  months  last 
winter,  instead  of  three.  It  will  soon  be  time  to  go  to  school  again  ;  then  we 
shall  have  good  times,  especially  when  the  snow  comes,  and  we  can  go 
sleigh-riding.  Tell  the  boys  it  is  far  better  to  go  into  the  country  and  work, 
than  to  be  lurking  about  the  city,  lying  and  stealing.  A  gentleman  called 
here  from  the  Home  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  was  glad  to  see  him,  I  tell  you, 
and  hear  from  the  officers  again.  I  am  well  satisfied  with  my  place,  and 
have  everything  to  make  me  comfortable.  I  had  much  rather  stay  out 
here  in  the  country,  than  live  in  the  city.  It  would  afford  me  great 
pleasure,  however,  to  come  and  make  you  a  visit,  which  I  intend  to  do,  if  I 
am  spared  to  live. 

Yours  respectfully,  C.  H.  G. 


July  \st,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  take  this  opportunity  of  writing  you  a  few  lines,  to  let  you 
know  how  I  am  getting  along.  First,  I  am  in  good  health,  and  have  a 
good  home.  I  have  opportunities  to  learn,  and  attend  Sabbath-school  regu- 
larly, where  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  am  indentured  is  a  teacher.  I  am  in 
his  class,  and  love  to  attend  the  school.  I  shall  come  and  visit  you,  probably, 
next  fall. 

Yours,  very  truly,     -  P.  F. 


LETTKRS. 


05 


Ajml8th,  1801. 

Dkar  Sir  :  I  now  take  luy  \)vn  in  hand  to  inform  you  that  I  am  well, 
and  hope  these  few  lines  will  tind  you  the  same.  I  like  farming  very  well, 
and  I  think  I  have  a  good  place,  and  I  like  the  people  very  much.  I  at- 
tend Sunday-school  regularly,  and  intend  to  try  to  do  the  best  that  I  know 
how. 

Yours,  kc,  JOHN  McC. 

October  Uth,  1861. 

Dkar  Sir  :  I  write  to  inform  3'ou  that  I  am  getting  along  nicely.  I  attend 
Sabbath  school  and  church  every  Sunday  ;  I  also  attend  day  school.    I  and 

my  brother,  as  I  call  him,  Mr.  L  s'  son,  tended  eighty  acres  of  corn  and 

thirty  acres  of  oats  last  summer.  I  like  the  place  and  country  I  live  in  very 
much. 

Yours  truly,  J.  H. 


February  Wth,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  very  well  off  out  here  in  the  country,  and  I  like  the  em- 
ployment I  am  engaged  in  from  day  to  day,  I  like  to  feed  the  poultry  and 
help  take  care  of  the  cattle.  We  have  plenty  of  all  kinds  of  fruit,  and  1 
enjoy  it  very  much.    I  have  plenty  of  papers  and  books  to  read.    Mr.  and 

Mrs.  P  are  very  kind  to  me.    Give  my  respects  to  all  the  officers. 

Yours,  &c.,  E.  C. 


January  IQih,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  write  to  inform  you  that  I  am  well,  and  hope  these  lines 
will  find  you  the  same.  I  am  going  to  school  this  winter,  and  like  the- 
place  I  am  in  very  much,  and  hope  I  shall  continue  to  like  it.  I  shall  write 
you  again  very  soon. 

Yours,  respectfully.  J.  D. 

April  2m,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  now  six  years  since  I  left  the  House,  and  I  have  only 
written  to  you  twice.  I  am  asliamed  that  I  have  not  written  oftener.  1  am 
thankful  that  God,  in  His  merciful  providence,  directed  me  to  your  superin- 
tending care.  I  have  now  a  good  home,  and  my  employer  is  indeed  kind 
to  me,  affording  me  many  privileges,  which  I  trust  I  shall  appreciate.  1 
have  attached  myself  to  the  church,  and  am  trying  to  be  a  Christian.  1 
hope  I  shall  prove  faithful  in  the  performance  of  all  my  duties. 

Yours,  truly,  T.  W. 
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LETTERS  FROM  GIRLS^ 

Novemher  lOth,  1861. 

My  Dear  Miss  U  :  I  now  take  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you.    I  am 

far  from  the  Kefuge  and  my  teacher.  I  like  my  place  very  much,  and  I  get 
along  very  well.  It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  see  you.  You 
thought  I  would  not  do  well,  but  I  intend  to  disappoint  you.    I  like  Mrs. 

A  very  much;  she  is  very  kind  to  me.  You  were  afraid  my  temper  would 

get  the  better  of  me,  but  I  have  almost  forgotten  to  put  on  a  sour  face,  it 

has  been  so  long  since.    Mrs.  A  has  never  said  an  angry  word  to  me,  and 

I  have  no  cause  to  look  sour.    I  intend  to  please,  if  I  can.     Miss  U  , 

forget  me  not  ;  excuse  bad  writing. 

I  only  ask  this  simple  boon  of  thee, 

And  let  it  be  an  easy  task  sometimes  to  think  of  me. 

Yours,  affectionately,  ~  B.  M. 

Nwemher  2\st,  1861. ' 
Dear  Mrs.  Osgood  :  Having  a  few  leisure  moments,  I  pen  a  few  lines  to 
you.    I  am  well,  and  hope  these  few  lines  will  find  you  the  same.    I  have  a 
very  pleasant  place — the  people  are  very  kind  that  I  live  with. 
Please  to  write  to  me  a  few  lines  soon. 

Yours  truly,  CM. 

December  2dth,  1861. 
To  THE  Officers  of  the  House  of  Kefuge  :  I  thank  you  for  the  kindness 
you  have  done  me  in  obtaining  for  me  so  good  a  home,  and  permit  me  to 
wish  3''0u  all  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year.  I  am  enjoying  all 
the  good  things  out  here — cakes,  pies,  &c.  I  attend  Sunday-school  and 
church,  and  I  like  to  go.  I  am  learning  all  kinds  of  house  work,  and  hope 
I  shall  soon  be  able  to  perform  all  without  showing. 
I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  at  your  leisure. 

Yours  truly,  D.  C. 


October  Sfh,  1861. 

Dear  Teacher  :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  write  a  few  lines  to  you, 
hoping  they  may  find  you  in  good  health,  as  they  leave  me.  I  often 
think  of  you,  and  I  regret  that  I  was  not  better  when  I  was  with  you  in 
school.  When  I  go  to  my  room  at  night,  I  put  out  the  light  and  sit  down 
by  the  window  to  look  out  at  the  stars.  I  think,  perhaps,  yon  arc  looking 
at  the  same.  You  do  not  know  how  sad  it  makes  me  feel,  for  I  cannot  help 
tliinking  how  kind  you  were  to  me  and  how  unkind  I  was  in  return.    I  can 
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see  it  all  now,  but  when  I  Wiis  with  you  I  did  not.  I  trust  you  will  forgive 
nie.  I  shall  try  to  do  well,  and  when  my  time  is  up  I  shall  visit  you.  No 
more  at  present. 

Yours  truly,  ^l.  S. 


October  Uth,  1861. 

Dear  Miss  U  :  I  now  pen  you  a  few  lines.    I  am  well,  and  hope  you  are 

enjoying  the  same  great  blessing.  I  have  a  very  niee  place  indeed.  The  people 
with  whom  I  live  are  very  Idnd  to  me.  I  go  to  church  and  Sunday-school, 
and  like  it  very  much  indeed,  and  try  to  do  all  I  can  to  please.  I  often 
think  of  you  and  all  the  girls.  It  would  please  me  very  much  to  see  you 
all.  Will  you  remember  me  in  your  prayers,  that  I  may  do  what  is  right  ?  I 
want  to  be  a  good  girl  and  do  what  is  right.  I  am  very  happy  at  present. 
Give  my  love  to  all. 

Yours  truly,  J  P. 


October  17  Ih,  18G1. 

My  Dear  Teacher  :  I  pen  you  a  few  lines  to  inform  you  that  I  am  not 
very  well.  I  injured  myself  by  a  fall,  a  few  weeks  since.  I  am  somewhat 
better,  and  hope  I  shall  soon  be  well.  I  live  with  a  very  nice  family,  and 
have  a  very  pleasant  time,  singing  with  them.  I  attend  the  Sabbath-school, 
and  have  learned  over  seven  hundred  verses  since  I  left  you.  I  shall  try  to 
do  the  best  I  can.    Give  my  love  to  Mrs.  Osgood  and  all  the  ladies. 

From  your  loving  pupil,  M.  K. 


March  2m,  1861. 

Mrs.  Osgood  :  I  write  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  how  I  am  getting 
along.  I  am  well,  and  like  my  place  very  much.  I  have  learned  nearly  all 
kinds  of  housework,  and  am  piecing  a  quilt  for  myself,  I  am  used  just  the 
same  as  one  of  the  family,  and  have  all  the  privileges  necessaiy  for  me,  and 
hope  I  shall  improve  them.    I  am  trying  to  do  so. 

Yours  atfectionately,  S.  G. 
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LETTERS 

FllOM  BOYS  WHO  WERE  DISCHARGED  FROM  THE  HOUSE, 
AND  ENLISTED  IN  THE  ARMY. 

Camp  Middletown,  D.  C,  October  Qth,  1861. 

J.  W.  Ketcham,  Esq.— Dear  Sir:  I  have  often  thought  that  I  would 
write  to  you,  but  until  now  have  never  had  an  opportunity.  I  embrace  this 
time,  to  let  you  know  how  some  of  your  pupils  are  getting  along  in  their 
new  position  as  defenders  of  their  country.  While  in  the  Kefuge,  we  served 
our  State  faithfully,  and  now,  that  we  are  on  the  battle-field,  will  serve  the 
United  States  in  the  same  manner. 

On  the  11th  of  last  month  a  detachment  of  our  regiment,  numbering  four 
hundred  men,  consisting  of  Companies  A,  B,  G  and  H,  together  with  a  por- 
tion of  an  Indiana  and  a  Vermont  regiment,  comprising  in  all  some  1,700  men, 
were  dispatched  to  the  neighborhood  of  Lewinsville,  some  two  miles  from 
Munson's  Hill  (whicli  has  since  been  taken  by  our  troops),  and  five  miles 
from  our  (then)  encampment,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position, 
strength,  &c. 

After  having  accomplished  our  object,  and  about  returning  home,  we 
were  fired  upon  by  a  Secession  masked  battery  of  twelve-pounders,  which 
our  artillery  replied  to  with  such  effect,  that  we  silenced  their  battery  in 
twenty  minutes  after  we  fired  our  first  gun.  Such  a  scampering  of  Secessioii 
cavalry  you  never  witnessed.  We  gave  the  fits  in  such  style,  that  they  didn't 
wait  a  repetition  of  the  dose  of  grape  and  canister,  wliich  we  charitably  in- 
tended for  them.  I  came  otf  with  a  whole  skin,  as  did  all  the  other  boys 
from  the  Refuge,  viz.  :  K.  D.,  McC,  F.  Y.,  L.  Y.,  G.  Y.,  M.  N.,  and  R.  N. 
I  forgot  to  mention  1  am  in  company  A.  Mr.  K.,  we  have  a  good  chaplain 
here,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burkhardt,  who  distributes  any  quantity  of  tracts  and 
testaments,  and  counsels  each  of  us  in  the  way  in  which  we  should  go,  and  also 
describes  the  dangerous  position  of  a  soldier.  If  I  ever  get  home,  I  will  be  a 
different  boy,  and  learn,  if  possible,  that  wisdom's  ways  are  ways  of  pleas- 
antness, and  all  her  paths  are  peace.  Accept  my  respects  for  your  kindness 
to  me,  and  should  I  obtain  a  good  position  in  society,  I  will  be  the  more 
grateful  for  your  kind  admonitions.  Give  my  respects  to  Miss  Holmes  and 
Mr.  Jones,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  House.  All  the  boys  named  in  this 
letter  wish  to  be  reniembored  to  them,  and  send  their  best  respects  to  all. 

Yours,  truly,  THOMAS  G. 


Camp  Lyon,  NEAR  Poolesville,  Mw., ) 
November  oth,  1861.  \ 
Wii.  Hallock— Dear  Sir  ;  This  is  a  rainy,  dismal  day,  and  as  I  have  not 
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much  to  do  because  of  the  weather,  I  have  set  down  in  my  tent,  with  pen 
in  hand,  to  write  this  short  letter  ;  but  I  hope  not  unwelcome  to  you.  Last 
Sunday  I  was  both  pleased  and  surprised  by  a  visit  of  two  former  inmates  of 
your  excellent  Institution.  The  visitors  were  Christopher  C.  and  George  M., 
tlrummers  in  the  Second  Kegiment  N.  Y.  S.  M.  They  are  camped  about  three 
miles  from  here.  They  both  looked  first-rate,  and  are  doing  well ;  but  what 
is  better  than  that,  tht  y  are  doing  right.  I  told  them  I  intended  to  write 
to  you  in  a  day  or  two,  and  they  said  they  wished  to  be  remembered  to 
you  and  all  the  officers  and  managers.  Thc}^  say  they  will  never  forget 
the  advice  they  received  while  at  the  Refuge.  Yesterday  I  had  a  visit  from 
two  more  ;  they  were  Daniel  M.  and  Anthony  R.  They  are  also  in  the  Second 
Kegiment.  R.  appears  to  be  doing  first-rate,  and  he  says  he  owes  it  all  to 
the  time  spent  in  your  Institution.  They  also  wished  to  be  remembered  to 
you  all.  As  for  myself,  I  cannot  thank  you  sufficiently  for  all  you  have  done 
for  me.  I  trust  I  am  entirely  reformed.  You  have  long  since  heard  and 
read  of  the  battle  at  Ball's  Bluff,  in  which  our  regiment  was  engaged.  I 
was  on  Harrison's  Island,  and  saw  the  most  of  it.  I  can  never  forget  the 
scenes  then  and  there  I  witnessed.  The  groans  and  cries  of  the  wounded, 
and  their  pitious  appeals  for  mercy,  as  the  rebels  finished  the  work  they  had 
begun,  was  heart-rending  ;  yet,  nothing  could  be  done  to  help  them,  for  want 
of  means  for  transportation.  It  was  a  perfect  slaughter  of  human  beings, 
and  a  terrible  sight  to  see.  The  exact  loss  of  our  regiment  is  now  discovered 
to  be  150  men,  including  our  Colonel  and  six  line  officers.  A  letter  has 
been  received  from  our  Colonel — Cogswell — stating  that  he  is  a  prisoner  and 
well  cared  for.  He  expects  to  be  exchanged  before  long.  I  never  expected 
to  come  off  the  island  alive  ;  we  were  such  an  excellent  target  for  the 
rebels,  A  narrow  channel,  only  about  one  hundred  yards  wide,  was  the 
only  separation  between  us.  They  poured  a  steady  and  a  terrible  shower  of 
ba,lls  into  us  from  the  blutf,  and  we  returned  it  with  interest.  I  have  written 
to  Mr.  Ketcham  and  Mr.  Jones,  a  few  days  since.  I  close  this  letter  by  ask- 
ing you  to  remember  me  to  all  connected  with  the  Institution.  Please 
answer  soon . 

Yours,  truly,       EDWARD  P.  C, 

Company  D,  Tammany  Regiment, 
near  Poolesville,  Md. 


Santa  Rosa  Island,  October  22d,  1861. 
Mr.  Ketcham — Dkar  Sir  :  I  t  ike  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  to 
let  you  know  that  all  goes  well  at  Fort  Pickens.  We  had  a  fight  here  on  the 
night  of  the  8th  ;  but,  doubtless,  you  have  read  an  account  of  it  in  the 
papers  ;  still,  I  guess  you  would  like  to  hear  our  account  of  it  ;  so  here  is 
at  it.   A  darkey  ran  away  from  his  master  in  Pensacola,  and  arrived  at  the  Fort 
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on  the  6th.  He  stated  that  there  was  about  three  thousand  men  coming 
over  to  the  island  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  to  kill  all  Wilson's  Zouaves  ;  but 
a^  none  of  the  other  contrabands  told  the  same  story,  we  would  not  believe 
it,  and  the  report  all  died  away  before  night,  and  we  went  to  bed  without 
the  slightest  expectations  of  seeing  an  enemy  before  morning.  We  had  a 
picket  guard  stationed  out  in  the  woods,  and  they  were  stretched  across  the 
island  far  apart,  as  our  men  have  done  double  duty  since  they  came  here. 
The  first  relief  was  just  called  in,  and  the  second  one  stationed,  when  they 
heard  a  musket  go  off,  and  another  one  immediately  after  ;  then  a  volley  was 
poured  upon  them,  which  they,  the  guards,  returned.  It  was  so  dark,  they 
could  not  see  the  rebels,  only  by  the  flash  of  their  guns.  The  pickets  fired  three 
volleys  while  returning  to  camp,  which  was  on  fire  when  it  was  reached. 
Our  men  could  not  get  out  of  the  tents  before  the  enemy  was  upon  them, 
and  took  .  some  prisoners  in  their  beds.  The  rebels  were  firing  volleys 
through  our  camp,  and  our  men  were  so  confused  they  ran  into  the  rebel's 
ranks,  thinking  they  were  among  their  owm  men.  At  last  our  men  were 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  we  sent  for  a  battalion  to  aid  us,  as  our  com- 
pany did  not  exceed  a  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  others  were  stationed  at 
the  fort  and  at  Tortugas.  During  this  time  the  rebels  were  robbing  our 
camp  while  it  was  on  fire.  We  then,  fired  upon  them,  and  they  all  came 
upon  us.  We  kept  retreating  towards  the  fort,  trying  to  get  help  from  it  ; 
but  they  would  not  believe  that  it  was  true  until  they  heard  the  yells  of  the 
Mississippi  Wild  Cats  ;  then  they  sent  two  companies  to  our  relief.  When 
they  came,  we  gave  them  fits,  but  they  were  on  the  run  from  us  before 
the  regulars  came,  because  they  thought  we  were  stronger  than  we  really 
were.  We  ran  them  up  the  island,  until  they  reached  their  boats  ;  but  as  it 
was  near  morning,  we  could  not  charge  upon  them,  as  our  force  -was  not 
strong  enough  to  do  so  in  the  day-time.  But  we  got  behind  a  hill,  and  kept 
onbulleting  them.  A  large  body  got  a  launch,  and  a  cannon  ball  knocked 
them  off.  We  sent  their  dead  to  them  the  same  day.  There  was  a  number 
of  them  drowned  and  killed  in  the  water.  Our  loss  is  eleven  killed  and 
seventeen  prisoners  ;  the  regulars'  loss  is  less  than  ours.  The  rebel  loss  is 
thirty-five  prisoners  and  several  hundred  killed,  by  their  own  account.  All 
the  boys  from  the  house  are  safe,  but  one — his  name  is  S.  ;  he  is  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner.  The  others  are  all  well,  and  send  their  best  respects  to  you 
and  the  ofiicers  of  the  house.    Write  soon. 

Yours,  respectfully,  JOSEPH  McC. 


Camp  Middlkton,  October  \bth,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  take  this  opportunity  of  writing  you  a  few  lines,  hoping  you 
are  well.    I  enjoy  excellent  health.    All  the  company  that  left  the  house 
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the  time  I  did  are  together,  except  two ;  they  have  left  us.  I  have  seen  W. 
F.  and  Joiin  B.  F.  belongs  to  the  Fifty-hfth  and  B.  to  tlie  ^\jiders(»ii 
Zouaves.  They  send  their  best  respects  to  you  and  the  officers  of  the  liouse. 
We  had  rather  a  severe  skirmish  with  the  enemy ;  but  we  are  all  right.  I 
think  I  shall  always  remember  the  advice  you  gave  me  when  I  was  with  yon. 
All  the  boys  join  in  sending  their  love  to  you.  You  will  please  excuse  tlu- 
writing,  as  I  have  to  write  on  a  knapsack,  and  remember  me  by  writing 
soon. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  JOHN  McC. 


DESCKil'TlON  OF  THK  IIUILDINGS. 


The  Hoiiso  of  Refuge  is  located  on  the  easterly  bank  of  tlie  Harlem  River, 
on  Randall's  Island,  and  directly  oppo>iite  that  })ortion  of  the  city  of  New 
York  which  is  included  between  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twentieth  streets.  The  buildings  are  of  brick,  erected  in  the 
Italian  style.  The  two  principal  structures  front  the  river,  and  form  a 
facade  nearly  a  thousand  feet  in  length.  Tlie  line  of  their  fronts  is  exactly 
parallel  with  the  city  avenues.  The  larger  of  the  two  buildings  is  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  boys'  department,  the  other  for  the  girls'.  Other 
buildings  are  located  in  the  rear  of  these,  and  are  inclosed  by  a  stone  wall, 
twenty  feet  high.  A  division  wall,  of  like  height,  separates  the  grounds  of 
the  boys'  department  from  that  of  the  girls,  and  in  each  department  walls 
separate  the  inmates  into  two  divisions. 

The  Boys'  House  is  nearly  six  hundred  feet  long.  The  dome-sunnount- 
ed  portions  are  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  officers.  The  central  mass  also 
contains  the  chapel,  while  the  extreme  portions  contain  the  hospitiils  and 
lavatories.  Six  hundred  and  thirty-six  dormitories,  five  feet  by  seven,  and 
seven  feet  high,  are  provided  for  in  the  portion  between  the  centre  and  end 
buildings.  In  the  rear  is  the  school  and  dining  hall  building,  seventy  by 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet.  A  central  brick  wall  divides  the  build- 
ing in  each  story  into  two  equal  parts,  one  for  each  division.  The  lower 
story  is  appropriated  to  diriing  rooms,  and  the  upper  story  to  school  ro<:>ms. 
In  the  rear  of  the  school  building  are  the  kitchen  and  bakery,  occupying  a 
space  twenty-five  by  ninety  feet.  The  workshops  are  at  the  northerly  and 
southerly  extremities  of  the  yard,  and  are  each  thirty  by  one  hundred  feet, 
and  three  stories  high . 

The  Girls'  House  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  the  central  portion  of 
which  contains  the  apartments  of  the  matron,  assistants,  and  female 
teachers,  while  the  ^vings  contain  provision  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dor- 
mitories for  the  mmates.  In  the  rear,  connected  by  two  corridors  or  cover- 
ed halls,  is  a  building  for  school  rooms  and  dining  halls,  the  hosi)itals. 
sewing  rooms,  and  lavatories  being  at  each  end,  with  the  laundry  in  the 
rear. 

The  whole  establishment  is  supplied  with  Croton  water,  bnnight  across 
the  Harlem  River,  in  a  three-and-one-quarter  inch  lead  pipe.  Tanks  are  in 
the  attics  of  the  principal  buildings,  and  a  reservoir,  one  liundred  feet 
<liameter,  located  beyond  the  inclosure,  afibrds  a  reserve  for  extraordinary 
occasions,  as  well  as  a  plentiful  supply  of  ice  in  the  winter. 
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Society  for  the  Reformation  of  { 
Juvenile  Delinquknts,  \ 

New  York,  January  1,  1862. 

Sir — The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delin- 
(juents  in  the  city  of  New  York  hereby  give  notice  that  the  House  of  Refug(^ 
on  Randall's  Island,  under  their  charge,  has  provision  for  750  boys,  and  250 
girls  ;  the  buildings  for  each  sex  being  entirely  SL  par.ite  and  distinct. 

At  the  time  of  the  opening  of  tluir  enlarged  Institution,  in  November, 
1854,  on  Randall's  Island,  the  Managers,  from  want  of  the  necessary  funds, 
had  not  completed  their  buildings  according  to  the  plans  submitted  to  the 
State  Officers,  and  by  them  approved.  They  were,  in  consequence,  com- 
pelled to  appropriate  a  portion  of  one  wing  of  the  boys'  house  to  the  girls, 
together  with  the  officers  of  that  department.  This  arrangement  neces- 
sarily diminished  the  accommodations  for  both  sexes,  and  the  impression  has 
been  general,  through  the  interior  counties,  that  there  was  not  room  in  the 
present  Institution  for  girls. 

This  difficulty  is  removed,  and  notice  thereof  is  now  sent  throughout  the 
State,  in  order  that  the  authorities  of  the  counties,  at  a  distance  from  the  city, 
may  be  informed  of  the  ample  provision  thus  afforded  by  the  well-judged 
liberality  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  reformation  of  the  youthful  offender, 
whether  male  or  female. 

The  House  of  Refuge  of  Western  New  York,  located  at  Rochester,  receives 
boys  only,  no  department  for  girls  having  been  organized  therein  ;  and  the 
New  York  House  is  now  prepared  to  receive  girls,  when  properly  committed, 
and  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  from  all  parts  of  the  State. 

The  Managers  having' been  informed  that  the  expense  of  sending  cul- 
prits from  the  more  remote  counties,  under  a  former  law,  has  been  onerous 
upon  them,  call  yolir  attention  to  the  following  law,  passed  April  12,  1859  : 
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'•AN  ACT,  empmering  the  Boards  of  Supervisors,  in  the^-espective  Counties  of 
this  State,  to  fix  and  determine  the  compensation  to  he  aUoiced  for  the  conveyance  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  to  Houses  of  Refuge,  and  Insane  Criminals  to  Insane  Asylums. 

"Sec.  1.  The  Boards  of  Supervisors  in  the  respective  counties  of  this 
State  are  hereby  empowered,  and  it  shall  he  their  duty,  annually  to  fix 
and  determine  the  compensation  to  he  allowed  and  paid  to  officers  for  the 
conveyance  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  to  the  Houses  of  Refuge,  and  of 
Lunatics  to  the  Insane  Asylums  ;  and  no  other  or  greater  amount  than  that 
so  fixed  and  determined  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  such  service. 

"  Sec.  2.  Repeals  conflicting  laws. 

"Sec.  3.  Takes  effect  immediately." — Page  553,  Laws,  82tl  Session, 
1859. 

For  further  information,  please  refer  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  passed 
March  29th,  1824,  and  subsequent  acts  amendatory  thereof. 

The  accompanying  act  is  also  referred  to,  as  conveying  information  which 
may  be  useful  to  magistrates  out  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  : 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  ad  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Society  for  the  Reform- 
ation of  Juvenile  Delinquent,  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed  March  29,  1824. 

Passed  April  10,  1860. 

'  The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact 
as  follows. • 

Section  1.  The  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Society  for  the 
Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed 
March  29,  1824,  is  hereby  amended,  by  adding  to  the  fourth  section  thereof 
the  following  words  : 

The  Managers  of  the  said  Society  shall  receive  into  the  House  of  Refuge, 
established  by  them  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whenever  they  may  have 
room  for  that  purpose,  all  such  children  as  shall  be  taken  up,  or  committed 
as  vagrants,  in  any  city  or  county  of  this  State,  and  might  now,  if  convicted 
of  criminal  oftenses  in  such  city  or  county,  be  sent,  as  directed  by  law,  to 
said  House  of  Refuge,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court  or  Magistrate,  by 
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whom  they  shall  be  committed  as  vagrants,  the  aforesaid  children  shall  be 
deeined  proper  persons  to  be  sent  to  said  Institntion. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  Managers,  in  relation  to  the  children 
whom  they  shall  receive  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  the  same  in  all  things 
as  now  provided  by  law,  in  case  of  children  convicted  of  criminal  offenses 
and  committed  to  the  charge  of  said  Managers. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

OLIVER  S.  STRONG, 

President. 

ANDREW  WARNER, 

Secretary. 


